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QUESTIONS (4) -AGRICULTURE.

Royal Commission's Report.

Mr. 3. 1. MANN asked the Premier: Will
he make a definite statement as to whether

P'A" the Government intend to permit the House
40771 to discuss the report of the Royal Com-mis-

sion which was appointed to inquire into
4771 the disabiltiies affecting the agricultural ia-

i77i4772
4707

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read pray'ers.

QUESTION-ABORIGINES,
EMPLOYMENT.

Mr. COVERLEY asked the Minister for
Lands: 1, What is the total number of abor-
igines employed on cattle and sheep stations
throughout the Kimbes-ley district? 2, What
is the number employed on each individual
stationf

The MINISTER FOR LANDS -replied:
1, The number of permits to employ natives
issued in the Kimberley district for the finan-
cial year ended 30th June last was. 302, ani-
thorising the employment of 2,400 natives.
2, The number actually employed is un-
known, and to secure the information would
entail widespread inquiry and the prepara-
tion of a return which would involve much
cost.

QUESTION-UNEMPLOYMENT,
SUST ENANCE ARRANGEMENTS.

Mr. SLEEMAN asked the M1inister for
Railways: 1, Is it the policy of the Govern-
ment, where the head of the family is de-
barred from working, owing to sickness, to
give relief to the wife and children but not
to the head of the house? 2, If not, will he
instruct the district officers. of the Child Wel-
fare Department accordingly?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1 and 2, Assistance given to families
is usually confined to children. In certain
eases the mother also, is included, and In
exceptional eases the father as well. Each
case is decided on its merits. This practice
has been in operation for many years.

The PREMIER replied:- An opportunity
will be afforded hon. members to discuss the
report.

Agricultural Bank and Tra ctors,

Mr. PATRICK asked the Premier: I, Is
it a fact that the Agricultural Bank will not
advance money to farmers to harvest their
crops with tractors? 2, If so, will lie re-
commend to the trustees an alteration of this
policy?

The PREMIER replied: 1, Yes; the Bank
has. never advanced money for this purpose
2, I am not in a position to recommend any
alteration of policy.

Wood- and CkarcoaZ-burning Tractors.

Mr. PATRICK asked the. Pre-mier: 1. Has
his attention been drawn to the successful
experiments in South Australia with tractors
converted from oil to wood and charcoal
burning? 2, If so, in view of the large num-
ber of tractors operating in Western Aus-
traias, and the amnount of money sent out
of the country for oil fuel, will he authorise
experiments to be carried out at one of the
State farms, with a wood and charcoal fuel-
operated tractor?

The PREMIER replied: 1, Attention has
been called to the experiments made in South
Australia- 2, The Mechanical Engineer,
Public Works Department, is looking into
the matter.

Damage to Crops by Marsupials.

Mr. DONEY asked the Minister for
Lands: 'Having regard to the reports of the
destruction of growing crops by kangaroos.
and other marsupials, and the burden of the
royalty on the wheat and wool industries,
will he abolish the royalty and thus encour-
age the destruction of these animals?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: replied:
No. In April last the royalty was reduced
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50 per cent., since when there has been no
general increase in the number of skins
taken.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION.

The Minister for Railways and the "West
Australian,"

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
With your permission, Mr. Speaker, I de-
sire to make a brief personal explanation.
In this morning's "West Australian," in the
report dealing with the discussion on the
Estimates, there appears the following state-
ment, purporting to have been made by rme
regarding the Leader of the Opposition:

Your Leader has joined up with me and is
getting abuse, and not one of you is defending
him.

As a matter of fact, when the little southerly
breeze was being wafted to and fro in the
Chamber at that particular time, it must
have been quite easy for the Press reporters
to he rather confused as to what I said. The
remark I actually did make was that the
Communist had accused the Leader of the
Opposition of having joined with the Gov-
ernment, and the present Government have
been referred to by the leaders of the Com.-
munists as the Collier-Mitchell Coalition
Government: I ask the "West Australian"
to correct the statement that appeared in the
.paper this morning, because the statements
were made by the Communists, not by me.

Mr. Millington: I do not think their state-
ments are reliable.

Mr. Marshall: And the statement does not
carry much weight.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1931-St.

In Committee of Sup pt i

Resumed from the previous day; Mr.
Richardson in the Chair.

Department of Education (Hon. T. A, L.
Davy, Minister):

Vote-Education, £551,964:

THE MINISTER POE EDUCATION
(Hon. T. A. L. Davy-West Perth) [4.37]:
1 am sorry that, owing to the short time I
have been in charge of the department, I
cannot claim to have acquired that complete
familiarity with its workings that a Minister

should have before introducing the depart-
mental Estimates.

Mr. Renneally: Then the Estimates should
be more reliable.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: I
do not know what that remark may mean,
but it does not matter. With the assistance
of the information with which I have been
furnished, I shall endeavour to make the
position as clear as possible. I call atten-
tion to the form in which the Estimates ap-
pear, because it may cause members some
difficulty in following them. The officers in
the Education Department come under two
headings. There are those who are under
the Public Service Commissioner, and those
under the Minister. For instance, the Direc-
tor of Education and Under Secretary, whose
vote appears as Item 1, is under the Public
Service Commnissioner, and the vote under
that heading has been reduced on the Esti-
mates themselves by 10 per cent. That ap-
plies to the other items down to Item 28.
Then, when we get to Item 29, it will be seen
that no reduction is shown because, at the
time the Estimates were prepared, there had
been no reclassification. That item repre-
sents the largest amount embodied in the
Estimates. As a matter of fact, a slight in-
crease is shown, but that is due to promo-
tions, reclassification increments, additional
teachers for additional schools, and other
such items. The deductions under the Finan-
cial Emergency Act appear at the end of Sub-
division No. 1, where the total deduction is
shown as £113,702. That covers the whole
of the salary deductions on account of the
teachers, but a portion only of the salary
deductions in respect of those officers who
are under the Public Service Commissioner.
Tn considering the reduction of expenditure
in connection with the Education Depart-
ment, it has to be remembered that nearly
90 per cent. of the annual cost of education
in Western Australia is in respect of salaries
and payments to individuals for services
rendered. That is much higher than in Eng-
land, where the percentage is far smaller.
The effect of that is that the limits -within
which economies can be practised are com-
paratively confined. It will be noticed that
the proportionate reduction of expenditure
in this department is not as great as that
achieved in some other departments, where
the proportion of salaries to other expendi-
ture is lower. Divergent views have been ex-
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pressed in recent times regarding reforms to
be effected in the educational system of tim
State. It has been pointed out, particularly
in another place, that there has been a con-
siderable increase in the amount of salaries
paid during the last 10 or 15 years. That
is quite so. On the other hand, if we com-
pare the position with that obtaining in the
other States of Australia, and in other parts
of the world, it will be seen that the in-
creased expenditure here is by no means
substantially greater, or as great as that re-
corded elsewhere. One sound explanation
is, I think, that in the past the importance
of the work of teachers in the community
wvas not sufficiently appreciated. They have
been remunerated on a scale that, in my
view, and in the view of everyone who has
occupied the office of Minister for Educa-
tion, has been far below what should have
been paid in order to obtain the right type
of individual to take charge of the education
of our children. If we are to have a system
of compulsory education-every enlightened
community in the world has adopted that
system-then that education should be given
by expert persons, well paid and of the high-
est character. We cannot hope either to
obtain or to retain the right type of teacher,
if we are to pay them merely a little more
than they could earn for work of an un-
skilled description. Even with the huge
increase in the total salary bill of the Edu-
cation Department over the past 10 or 15
years, the average rate paid to assistant
teachers in the service, not taking into ac-
count the reduction recently inflicted upon
them, amounts to less than £5 a week.
Yhat is less than a barmaid is paid. Andl
the average rate for headmasters is under
£6 per wveek. Of course the vast bulk of
our schools are small country schools. But
the teacher in a small countrv school with
perhaps 20 or 30 children of five or six
different ages, requires at least as great skill
and at least as high teaching qualities as
are required in the biggest schools in the
towns. It seems to me a teacher might
well be able to control one class of 30 or
40, all of about the same age, but would
break down miserably if he attempted to
take on a school of 30, embracing five or
six classes, So I do not think anybody can
n'iggest that we are paying these teachers
more than their services are worth, if they
are good. The only criticism that could be

offered is that we may be paying them more
titan we can afford. The Estimates this year
show a net decrease of £118,238, and I am
credlibly informed that the production of
that saving has been achieved without any
substantial diminution in the service ren-
dered. It is trite we are getting most fright-
fully behind-hand with repairs to schools.

Ron. .M. F. Troy: The same everywhere
else, in the Railways particularly.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
That is so. It is a shocking side-line result
of a period of financial stringency.

Hon. M. F. Troy: You are getting just
vs good services.

The MINXISTER FOR EDUCATION:
That is the point I want to make, that actui-
ally I think-and 1 say it without any
dogmatic emphasis, because I have not been
long enough in charge to be able to work
things out in detail for myself-I certainly
think no children have suffered by any of
the economies effected so far. Still, the
time is bound to come when we shall have
t3 face a terrible repair bill, and be faced
with a greater expenditure on additional
schools and for increases in accommodation
in existing schools. I have no more to say
in a general way, but I will do my best to
answer questions. No doubt there are many
points that may be raised by members, and
when they arise I will give the fullest in-
formation I have.

MR. SAMPSON (Swan) [4.48]: I must
congratulate the Minister on having the
care of so very interesting a department; I
am sure he will devote to it a great deal
of attention. I regret that a section of
the University students behaved very badly
on the occasion of their "Sruss-Srnss" cele-
brations.

The CHAIRMAN: The University does
not come under the Estimates of the Minis-
ter for Education.

Mr. SAMPSON: But item No. 51, 'tflni-
versity Exhibitions," on page 93 of the Es-
timates will, I think, permit me to make a
fewi general remarks on the University.

The CHAIRM1AN: I cannot permit any
such references.

Mr. SAMPSON: Then I am sorry the
oportunity does not present itself for me
to express my regret at that exhibition. I
have always been a supporter of free edu-
cation from the kindergarten to the IUni-
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varsity, and it came to tue as a sari shock
when that exhibition occurred.

The Minister for Education: You cannot
place on me the responsibility for that.

Mr. SAMPSON: I bave no desire to do
so, but I hope the Minister will bring the
full weight of his influence to bear against
any recurrence.

The CHAIRMAN%: I ask the hon. mem-
ber not to discuss that question.

Mr. SAIMPSON: Well, I hope it will be
possible to discuss it under some other
vote. I want to say how gratified I was to
see the exhibits of modern grasses in the
Royal Show, and the work of the rural
schools of the South-West and other parts
of the State.

Mr. Panton: That comes% under the Esti-
mates of the Department of Agriculture.

Mr. SAMPSON: It was a wonderful c--
hihition, particularly that contrihuted by the
Yanmab school. The prepar ation of land
for the purpose of rowing crops and de-
veloping grasses is of the highest possible
value to the State. When we realise that
our future depends largely upon dairying
and other primary industries, it is seen that
anything in this way must have a wonder-
fully benelficial effect. I hope the Minister
will give all the encouragement possible to
what is being done in this way. I had
the pleasure of meetinr Tnspector Rogers,
from whom I learnt what the teachers
of the Yanmah school and other schools had
done. Mr. Neville and many others have
given a great deal of their own time to this
work. It serves to sho-w that the teachers
are concerned in the development of the
interest of the children in this way,, that they
are not in the department merely for th e
money they get out of it. A very great pro-
portion of their spare time is spent in en-
couraging the children to take an interest in
rural pursuits. This system might well be
extended to the fruit-growing districts,
where fruit trees might be planted by the
children; indeed the proposition, I under-
stand, is already under consideration. I
hope too, that every small-farm industry
will receive encouragement. I learn from
the "Auckland Weekly News" that the an-
nual output of the bee industry in New Zea-
land is about 2,947 tons of honey. It is an
indication of what is possible. Most people
look contemptuously on the product of our
apiarists, but in Western Australia, more so

than ink New Zealand, the honey industry
offers great opportunities.

Mr. Pauton: You are still on the Estimates
of the Department of Agriculture. This is
not education.

Mr. SAM.NPSON: Yes, this is all dealt with
in our rural schools. I hope it will be
possible to extend the small-farm. interests
in those schools. I want to say how much
I appreciate the work of the teachers gener-
ally. It is amazing how close it is to the
heart of those engaged in the task. There
is scarcely any class of worker who takes
greater pleasure in his work than does the
school teacher. I regret that recently it was
found impossible to provide openings for
about 90 teachers. Some years ago it was
the policy of the department to send out
single lady teachers to country districts.
This may appear to be a small matter, but
it was very mauch appreciated in many of
our country districts. I know of one school
to which four single lady teachers followed
each other. In each instance the qualities of
the lady were soon recognised by the local
farmers, and so she married a farmer.

Mr. Panton: Consider the loss to the de-
partument!1 Do you know what it costs to
train a teacher?

MAr. SA31PSON: It is not too late for the
Minister to tat-c up this matter. With his
knowledge of educition, no doubt it will be
possible for him to do something along the
lines I have indicated. If single lady teach-
ers were sent out to country schools it would
aff ord opportunity to the 90 teachers at
present unemployed. Those 90 teachers are
all partly qualified, but there is no opening
for them. So perhaps a reversion to the old
policy might bring happiness, not only to
the single men in country districts who are
anxious to get married, but-

The -Minister for Education: Do you sug-
gest that I set up a sort of matrimonial
bureau?

Mr. S AMNPSON: I repeat that there is -a
great number of teachers for whom there is
no opportunity at present. When a vacancy
does occur in the country, why should not
a qualified single lady teacher be sent out to
take charge of the school?

The Minister for Education:- What are we
to do with the one in charge now?

Mr. SAMPSON: I say, when a vacancy
occurs.

The 'Minister for Education: Well, is that
not done now?
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Mx. SAMPSON: No. I have mentioned
that school to which four single lady
teachers followed each other. They were
soon snapped up by the local farmers. There
are now 90 teachers for whom there is no
opportunity.

Hon. A. McCallum: Do you suggest that
the Minister parade them all before the
bachelor farmerst

Mr. SAMPSON: Certainly not. Doubt-
less every one of those lady teachers would
adorn a home and fill every need.

Mr. H. W. Mann: Would you leave it to
the Minister's judgment to select them?

Mr. SAMPSON: I have a good deal of
respect for the Minister's judgment, and in
this matter no doubt if he gives considera-
tion to it there will be more of those single
lady teachers sent out into the country.
When we realise the difficulties confronting
those who are looking for work, I think it is
an excellent suggestion.

Mr. Panton :You would provide every
opportunity for girl teachers, when we can-
not find opportunities for the boys.

Mr. SAMPSON: It is now about nine
months since any clerical assistants have
been engaged for Government departments.
So what hope does the future offer for those
young teachers? Therefore, with all the
idealism which will enliven the viewpoint of
the Minister, I trust he will look with favour
on a restoration of what was once the policy
of the department.

The Minister for Education: What do you
say is being done now?

Mr. SAMPSON: For a considerable time
the old policy of sending out single girl
teachers has been abandoned.

The Minister for Education: Who have
been sent in their place?

Mra. SAMPSON: Generally a married man
and his wife have been sent.

The Minister for Education: I do not
think that is so, I do not think there has
been any change.

The Minister for Lands: A vry limited
number have been sent out.

Air. SAMPSON: I know of one particular
school.

The Minister for Lands: I suppose a resi-
dence is provided at that school.

Mr. SAMPSON : The happy state of
affairs to which I have referred occurred at
Boleystone. No one regretted the teacher's
marriage; in fact, everyone was pleased. I
amn satisfied that my proposal is a reasonable

one. I am sorry that yon, Mr. Chairman,
are not in your place; if you were, I amn sure
my proposal would receive your support. I
hope the Minister will give favourable con-
sideration to my proposal, that the old
*policy will be revived, and that single girls
will he given a chance to take charge of
country schools.

MR. BROWN (Pingelly) [5.2]: I regret
the necessity for cutting down the vote by
over £E100,000 a year. I trust that the Min-
ister will follow in the footsteps of his pre-
decessor and give the greatest possible con-
sideration to country schools. It was thei
policy of the a-Minister to give all possible
consideration to the claims of the country.
Most of the State's population lives in the
metropolitan area, and no doubt the closing
of the Teachers' Training College caused seri-
ous loss to many students. Still, we have a
large number of fully qualified teachers
awaiting appointments. The curriculum of
our schools is amongst the finest in Australia.
Recently I had an opportunity to visit many
of the country shows, and the display of
work done by school children was remark-
able. One could hardly believe that children
living in the country would be capable of
executing such excellent work as was ex-
hibited. The explanation lies in the fact
that our country school teachers are highly
qualified and are able to give children in
the country opportunities equal to those en-
joyed by children living in the towns. New
schools are required in various parts of my
electorate. One is needed at Buttaring
where the scholars meet in a hall that is said
to be quite unsuitable. The department ap-
parently took the view that so long as the
children could meet in the hall, there was no
need to build a school. The Director of
E1ducation has now recommended the build-
ing of a school, but until the finances mend,
I am afraid the work cannot be undertaken.
The average attendance is between 26 and
30. At Bonnington, west of the Great
Southern railway, the school accommodation
is altogether too restricted for the number of
scholars. Between 40 and 50 children are
in attendance, and it is not healthy to have
such a large number congregated in such a
small building. The department realise the
need for providing a new school or building
additions, but funds are not available for
the purpose. It was suggested that the local
hall should be used, but that building is n-
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suitable. Being unlined, it is a very cold
building and the wind whistles through the
cracks, and the children would be very
uncomfortable there. I am sure the Health
Department would object to so many
children being crowded into the present
school. One reason why so many qualified
teachers are awaiting appointment is that
the Government are not budlding- new
schools. There are many places in my elec-
torate where schools should be erected.
Children in those places are taught through
the correspondence classes. Those classes
ale successful where the parents have the
time and ability to superintend the wvork,
but I do not think it was intended, when
the correspondence classes were instituted,
that such a large number of children should
be taught by that system. Probably more
than 1,000 children are taught by correi-
pondence. Perhaps the Minister could tell
it': the number.

Mr'. Patrick: About 2,000.
Mr. BROWN: Instances have conic under

icy notice of children who had been partly
taught by correspondence and who, when
they eventually attended a school, were seri-
ously handicapped. It is absolutely neces-
sary for a child to mix with other children.

Mr. Griffiths: Where that is possible.
Mr. BROWN: Yes. Complaints have

been made regarding the rent charged for
quarters attached to country schools.
Teachers with whom I have come into conl-
tact realise that they have to submit to
the general reduction of salaries, but they
object to the rentals charged for quarters
remaining at the former level. When tbe
rentals were fixed, doubtless they were fixed
on a basis to return interest on the outlay,
but it is only right that a reduction should
be made. I congratulate the Minister on
having taken over the education portfolio.
I believe that he will be imbued with the
idea of doing the best possihle for the
children of the State. I urge him not to
forget the children living in the backblocks,
hut to grant them all the facilities that the
funds at his disposal will permit.

HON. A. McOALLIJM (South Fremantle)
r5.11] : The expenditure of over half a
million on education for such a small popu-
lation as ours may seem high, but T believe
this is the item of expenditure with which
the State can least afford to he cheese-par-
ing. When it becomes necessary to cut

expenditure and effect economies, I hope the
Education Vote will be the last one to be
subjected to the pruning knife, Of course,
"ve have a duty to perform-to ensure that
we, get value for the money' expended, bat
we cannot afford to neglect the edueati-ni
of the young. If the people of Western
Australia are to be enabled to compete
with those of other countries, they must
bie at least equally well educated. Particu-
larly iii these day' s wvhen science is so greatly
applied to industry, we cannot afford to
have any section of the community unechi-
cated. At no time was it mure true than,
it is to-day that every brain not educated
to its full capacity is an economic loss to
the country. Bearing in mind the great
possibilities of development in Western
Australia, to neglect education or to be par-
simonhous in our expenditure on education
would be fatal to the future. With our
seattered population and many small
schools, the expenditure per head of popul-
lation is necessarily' higher here than where
the population is more dense, but I would
not favour any reduction in education facili-
ties, I repeat that we must Insist upon get-
ting value for the money expended, and
we should ensure that the best type of men
and women are obtained as teachers so that
the young will be safe in their keeping. I
understand that no long service leave is,
being granted to teachers at present. I
do not know how that is accounted for in
the figures. The long service leave that has
been temporarily suspended must be nail-
mulating, hut no provision is made for if
this year. Accumulated long service
leave will represent a liability that
will have to be met in future,
During the last few years the department
was setting out to overtake the arrears in
building that occurred during the war, par-
ticularly with respect to teachers' quarters.
While the war was on, very little money was
available. The improvements or additions
to school quarters were of a patch-work
nature, and were not carried out to any set
plan. During recent years a better type of
quarters was designed and agreed to between
the department and the School Teachers'
Uinion, and it was upon that plan that new
quarters were being constructed. This ex-
penditure, of course, came out of loan money.
We can well understand that much improve-
ment cannot be looked for in tki5 direction
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under existing conditions, and that we must
drift back to much the same position that
we were in during the war. I hope the Min-
ister will see that country schools do not
suffer, and that the education of the young
in the out-back parts of the State re-
ceives favourable attention, and as much
help as the department can extend. I re-
gret it has been found necessary to close
down the Teachers' College at Claremont.
We are given to understand that a number
of teacbers who have been trained have no
positions that they can take up. It -would
therefore be unsound to go on with the
training of people for whom the Government
have no outlet in this State.

2r. Griffiths: The department had about
a three years' supply of teachers on hand.

Hon. A. McOALLtfl: I understand a
number of teachers have qualified for their
profession, but the department could
not place them. We could not expect
the college to be maintained in these circum-
stances, as the Government have not the
money with which to launch oat in further
educational facilities. I should be glad to
see the college reopened as soon as the op-
portunity presents itself. I understand it is
now closed down. One economy has been
effected by the department with which I en-
tirely disagree. I refer to the halving of the
vote for continuation schools; indeed there is
no vote at all this year. Evidently continua-
tion schools have been closed down.

Mr. Griffiths- The department have cut
out the night classes.

Hon. A. MeCALLTJM: I disagree with
that. There are many bright boys and girls
in the community who, owing to the economic
position in their homes, and the domestic re-
sponsibilities of their parents, are unable to
remain at school and therefore have to earn
something. Many of these boys and girls
are hungry for knowledge. It is amongst
this type that we are likely to discover the
best brains of the community. There are
other boys and girls who may have
to be driven to schools. Their parents
in many cases, can finance them so that they
can pass through secondary schools to the
University. It is not to this class of boy or
girl that one looks for the brightest intel-
lects, but amongst those I first mentioned.
The latter, although handicapped by the
financial position of their parents, have an
all-consuming desire for knowledge, and even

after a day's work in the factory or work-
shop they want to go to school at night to
continue their studies and increase their
knowledge. That is the type of youngster
we should encourage. The State should give
every facility for their intellectual develop-
ment, and enable them to secure the best
tuition that is available to fit them for the
various walks in life they may afterwards
follow. This Vote has been discontinued,
and the night classes have ceased. We know
that in our own country there are many men
who have made their mark not only in pub-
lic life but in other directions, and who have
had to leave school at an early age, and work
through the day and study at night. Quite
recently the world lost one of its greatest
geniuses in Edison, who educated himself at
night, left school at an early age, and was
obliged to sell newspapers for a living. In
our own short history we have had cases 4u
the kind. It is a pity that our young people
should not have opportunities to continue
their studies, especially when they are so
anxious to gain knowledge and secure all the
education they possibly can. The Govern-
ment, however, have cut out the night schools
and effected a saving of a paltry £6,000 or
£7,000. The expenditure last year was £3,900
and just on £7,000 for the previous year.
'That £E7,000 should have been allowed to
stand. I do not say that economies could not
be effected in spending that money, but to
abolish the Vote altogether and deny these
facilities to deserving young people is a
backward step. In the matter of srbolar-
ships for country schools, there has also
been a substantial reduction in the expen-
diture. This item comes very nearly into
the same category as night schools. Scholar-
ships are won by the best and brightest of
young intellects, and are given because of
the c:apacity, the character and ability of the
winners. It is amongst that class of boy
and girls we find the best brains, otherwise
they would not be able to win these scholar-
ships. The Vote, however, is reduced by
£2,500. I very much regret that reduction,
and would be glad if the Minister could find
the money to preserve the necessary educa-
tion facilities for this type of boy and girl.
If it is essential that this money should be
saved, it is possible that the saving may be
effected by other means. In my opinion it
is quite wrong to deny facilities to boys and
girls, who are anxious to get on and have
the ability, vision and capacity to enable
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them to take advantage of educational facili-
ties. Such young people are not only able
to absorb the education afforded to thenm,
but understand its value and have a great
love for knowledge and a desire to gain it.
The State would be doing well if it could
give every possible facility to such scholars.
The present 'Minister for Education is a man
who knows well the value of scholarly at-
tainents. He knows what a struggle it is
to some boa and girls who are anxious to
be educated, but owing to the poverty of
their parents cannot afford, in the ordinary
way, to pursue their studies. He under-
stands the position as well as any member
of the House. We should therefore be able
to look to him to give a broad and sympa-
thetic consideration to the points I have
raised. I hope he will agree that be should
make every endeavour to restore to the de-
partment the old-time activity I have men-
tioned under these two particular headings.

MR. OlLiFFITHS (Avon) f6.25J: I de-
plore the fact that the education Vote has
been reduced and that the Teachers' Col-
lege has been closed. When that institu-
tion was closed the department had three
years' supply of teachers on hand, and at
that time owing to the depression there
was very little development in the matter
of new schools, and there was no demand
for all these teachers. The suspension of the
long service leave kept about 30 teachers
at work who would ordinarily have been
taking their holidays. Another reason which
made the supply of teachers excessive was
that so few of the lady country teachers
have been getting married compared with
the numbers who found hunshands previously.
There has been a reduction of £C118,000 in
the Vote, of which 90 per cent, is accounted
for by reduction in salaries. The remainder
is due to the closing of the Training Col-
lege and minor contingencies, as well as
the closing of the night continuation classes.
I understand that arrangements have been
made whereby boys can be enabled to con-
tinue their studies in the day time. Possibly
the Minister for Education will be able tm
give some information on that point.

Hon. A. McCallum: But they are at work
during the day.

Mr. Panton: If they are lucky.
Mr. GRIFFITHS: I know of one young

apprentice in town who has been allowed to

attend classes in the day time. I do not
know whether that principle could be made
to apply in general to all boys who are at
work. When I first entered this House the
great complaint amongst country members
was concerning the poor class of teachers
who were being sent to country schools.
Those teachers were supposed to have had
three months' tuition at the Teachers' Col-
lege, hut very often had less than that. The
department have made the road to promo-
tion for fully qualified, highly trained and
certificated teachers through the country
schools. The metropolitan schools are
combed freely to obtain the finest teachers
for this purpose. I call to mind the won-
derful exhibits that were seen at the Royal
Show. These were perhaps so crowded out
with numbers of other things that they
did not engage public attention as they
might have done. One has only to remember
the wonderful display at this exhihition a
few weeks back to realise the effect that the
introduction of highly trained teachers has
had upon our country schools. Like the
member for Swan (Mr. Sampson), I got in
touch with Mr. Rogers, who controlled the
rural school teachers. The wonderful en-
thusiasm of that gentleman and his staff,
and also of Mr. Eakins, of the correspond-
ence classes, hacked by the energy, initiative
and skilled work of boys and girls in the
country districts, provided an exhibition of
work which was really astounding. I call
to mind the exhibit from Irwin, for instance.
There were 160 or 170 items, of which 56
were fodder plants. That fact gives an in-
dication of effort in the right direction, the
principal industries of the district being
stock and dairying. Again, the Toodyay
school had almost as many items on exhibi-
tion, including 53 fodder plants. There
were also photographs of plots at the Drakes-
brook school, which in July were many feet
under water. The undaunted youngsters.
however, set to work and picked the pro-
ducts from the plots, which shows that a
few feet of water does not discourage those
kiddies. At Yanmab in April last there was
some virgin forest, which by the 5th May
the boys had felled and burnt off and made
ready for planting. Photographs taken on
the 25th September show a marvellous
growth of fodder plants, vegetables and
cereals, together with rye fift. Bin, high. At
the Yanmah show there was a mass of varied
exhibits from those plots. Let me also in-
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form hon. members that the children of the
Yanmab school do milk testing for the farm-
ers of the whole district. They keep the re-
cords of the tests at the school. Just recently
they discovered that 4 certain farmer 'was
not getting the amount of cream that he
should have been getting, and an investiga-
tion disclosed that the man's separator was,
not working properly. The defect was
remedied, and as a consequence the man has
been saved many pounds. At Jardee the
teacher has, without the aid of a parents'
and citizens' association, established a really
wonderful school garden, full of the most
marvellous flowers. In fact, the gentleman
in question, Mr. Ulirich, is known throughout
the district as a plant wizard. Further, a
Mr. (flew, whose name has appeared in the
Press recently. is stocking the local streams
with trout. Ike has a hatchery at work, and
is distributing young trout to the surround-
ing districts. A pine plantation has been
established there, and an excellent swimming
pool fixed up- The latter work was largely
helped by collections from parents; I be-
lieve the workers at the timber mills made
fortnightly contributions towards that ob-
ject- These facts show that the present
country teachers, though they may be more
expensive than the former grade, are well
worth the higher salaries. I Join issue with
the member for Swan when he recommends
the sending of young girls to teach country
children. That was the trouble when I first
entered Parliament, in 1914; young girls
were sent into country districts without the
necessary qualifications for leadersbip.
Pupils of correspondence classes at the same
exhibition had a marvellous display, the
specimens of work being furnished by child-
ren ranging from 4Y years to the leaving-
school age. It may be contended that there
should not be a general application of the
system of correspondence classes to the ex-
clusion of small schools, and I agree that
that is the last thing to he desired. How-
ever, the display in question included a most
remarkable exhibit from a child at the
North-West Cape lighthouse, where presumn-
ably it would be impossible to establish a
school at any time. There were also remark-
able exhibits from correspondence pupils on
way-hack stations in the Rimberleys, and
from the remote portions of the Esperance
district. 'One little girl about 10 / years of
age had sent a chart containing tasteful

drawings of the wild flowers of the Esper-
anee district, the flowers being properly
classified and named, The Government
Botanist, Mr. Gardner, was astonished andi
pleased with the work. Moreover, some
paintings by the same youngster gave such
evidence of artistic taste that Dr. Cun-
ningham, of the Melbourne University,
and a member of the executive of the Car-
negie Trust, was sufficiently impressed
to initiate steps for having the little
girl's talent fostered and developed. Again,
a little girl in the York electorate. AMicA
Bland, has shown a good deal of talent for
versifving-somewhat to the displeasure of
the parents, who wrote to the correspondence
teacher saying that they rather objected to
the child going on with that sort of thing.
The correspondence teacher requested that
specimens of the child's verses shouki he
sent, and so struck was the teacher with the
talent displayed that she urged the parents
to allow the child to eon tinue her poetic
efforts so long as they did not interfere with
her other work. The exhibits from pupils of
the correspondence classes as a whole im-
pressed me greatly, right from the earliest
to the senior stages. I realise that the great
difficulty in connection with these classes lies
in always finding a parent with the time and
ability to do what is required. In outlying
localities such as I have mentioned, however,
where there is no possibility of establishing
schools, the correspondence classes unques-
tionably fill a gap, and enable children to
obtain education which otherwise they would
not receive. Our country teachers, by rea-
son of their enthusiasm and the interest they
take in their work, arc a f actor f or good in
building up citizens. I realise this especially
when I see the fine manual work that is de-
voted by the children to producing useful
articles out of what would otherwise be rub-
bish. The country teachers are especially to
be commended for the training of children
whose parents, though probably not through
any fault of their own, arc misfits. The ex-
pectation is that these children will be able
to step into the breach and make efficient
settlers, who will ultimately prove the saving
of the groups, for instance. While I regret
the need for cutting down the Education
Vote, I recognise that it is inevitable. I
hope that now and again it will be possible
to grant requests for additions to schools,
and so forth. I myself have received a half
refusal for certain things needed at the Mer-
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redin school. However, when bricks are un-
obtainable we must be satisfied with second-
band buildings.

MR. PAMTON (Leederrille) [5.40]: 1
should like the Minister to state whether the
department intend to erect ay buildings in
the metropolitan area during the current
financial year. Twelve months ago the late
Minister for 'Education arced, subject to
the Treasurer's being able to supply the
money, that further accommodation should
be given at the North Perth school. Each
year the number of children attending that
school grows, and the position now is acute.
Some of the infants are housed in the old
town hall and the mayor's parlour; and half
a mile away a ball has been taken for the
same purpose. Four pounds per week is
being paid for the additional accommodation
rented by the department.

'Air. Corboy: That amount would pay in-
terest on a good deal of capital.

Mr. PANTON: Yes. There is plenty of
room for the necessary additions on the
school site itself, and plans have been dawn
up. To me it seems false economy to pay
£4 a week -rent in such circumstances. 'More-
over, it is impossible for the lady in charge
of the infants' section to do her job from an
administrative point of view under those
conditions. The infants' classes are now

spread over three localities. At the moment
the position is not as bad as it might be, but
I can assure the Minister that it is not satis-
factory for the kiddies. They are taught in
buildings which arc damp and have no fire-
iplaces. In winter, if the children arrive wet
in the morning, there is no means of drying
their clothes. That difficulty does not exist
in summer, of course; but in view of the
fact that we have State Sawmills and State
Quarries and State Briekyards, and that the
men necessary to put up the building are
available, it seems to me the reverse of
economical to he paying £4 per wveek rent
instead of making the necessary additions
to the school. I should like the Minister to
give this matter consideration, as the present
position causes miuch inconvenience to the
staff as well as worry to the parents. Par-
ents who send kiddies to the infants' school
are naturally under the impression that the
little ones Will be under the protection
of the teachers, once they have reached
the school. The fact is, however, that after
the line-up at the school itself, the little

ones have to cross several roads to reach
the rooms where they are actually taught.
It is not a proper thing to stow the kiddies
out of the way in all sorts of places. Some
day a man with a motor car will injure
some of the children, and then there will
he a hullaballoo as to what the Education
Department are thinking of to allow such
a position to exist. The late Minister for
Education was taken out twice to see the
position, and agreed that a change -was
necessary. All the inspectors are keen to
have the additional building put up at the
school, instead of money being wasted in
the payment of rent. I consider the job
is one that might well be taken in -hand at
the present time, since a saving of E4 per
week would result immediately. It is not
as if the suburb were one that was not
growing. It is ever increasing as regards
the number of children. Other schools are
situated a long way off, the nearest one
being at Mount Hawthorn. As there is no
possibility of getting fresh schools built for
some time to come, the extra two or three
rooms that are needed might well be put
up. I comnmend the matter to the Minis-
ter's consideration.

MR. RAPHAEL (Victoria Park) [5.451:
1 wish to bring under the notice of the Min-
ister the need for additional accommodation
ai. the Victoria Par-k schools. In that sub-
urb we have I believe the largest school in
the metropolitan area, if not the larges~t
school in the whole State, and the Minister
in charge of unemployment is aware that
the parents of many of the children who
attend that school are out of work. The
n'ember for Canning can support me in
urging the provision of drainage at the
school. This is very urgently required.

The Minister for Health: Which school
are you referring to now?

Mr. RAPHAEL: I amn referring to the
two of them. lint thme Cargill-street school
is in a low-tying- area and the 'Minister is
aware that many of the children attending
it have suffered from diphtheria, the result
of the defective drainage. I hope that M1in-
ister will see that proper facilities are pro-
vided there so that another outbreak of
diphtheria may not occur. With regard
to providing increased accommodation, :)-
the member for Leederville has stated, the
State Sawmills have any amiount of material
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available and the job could be carried out
at the present time v-ery cheaply. In fact.
ainy work that might be put in hand just
now could be done at rates 50 per cent.
lower than would heve been the ease a year
ago. Another matter that should not b'-
lest sight of is the danger to which school
children are exposed when crossing the road
at the Victoria Park tramway terminus. I
consider it to he the most dangerous spat in
Western Australia, that ts, .where school
children arc concerned. I know that :k
matter of this kind ought not to be referred
to on the Education Vote. but I am deal-
ing with it so that the Minister may have
this danger in view when the Government
decide to extend the tramway beyond its
present terminus. The Minister should have
regard for the safety of the children as
well as the provision of tramway facilities
for the people who are seeking those facili-
ties.

The CHIAIRMAN: The hon. member
miust not continue to refer to the extension
of the tramw-ay system, which has nothing
to dio with the Education Vote.

Mr. RAPHAEL: You are taking me up
wrongly, Mr. Chairman. I am not advocat-
ig the extension of the tramway beyond
the present terminus. I am merely referring
to it incidentally because of the danger to
which the lives of the children attending the
'Victoria Park school which is right op-
posite that terminus, are exposed.

MIL CORBOY (Yilgarn-Coolgardie)
[6.48]: In the electorate I represent we
enjoy fewer educational facilities than does
the hon. member who has just resumed his
seat, but we deal departmentally with any
question that may arise. There is, however,
one aspect of the training of the children
of the State in respect of which we country
members have a legitimate grievance, and
attention should he drawn to it here. I take
this opportunity to congratulate the head-
master and those serving under him in the
Perth Boys' School on again having won
the Stewart Shield against all the schools
of Australia. My belief too, is that this
school will win it again. The shield is
awarded for physical training throughout
the Commonwealth of Australia, and I sug-
gest that as there are sufficient teachers at
the Perth Boys' School trained to impart
physical instruction, it might he possible to
transfer some of them to ether parts of the

State for the purpose of training teachers
there who in turn could instruct the children
under their care. So far our efforts in this
direction have been concentrated in the one
school and the result has been remnarkably
successf ul. The children throughout the
State axc entitled to the benefits of this very
remarkable system of physical training and
it should not be confined to the pupils of
the Perth Boys' School. The transfer of
teachers from Perth to country centres might
be disagreeable to some, but all the same
there is no reason why they should not be
sent to Geraldton or Kalgoorlie or Albany
tso that the pupils attending the schools in
these towns might have the advantage of this
system of training. Even in an electorate
such as mine the children there are entitled
to thme benefit of this instruction just as much
as arc the children of the metropolitan area.
I appeal to the Minister to go into the ques-
tion and if possible to adopt the suggestion
I have made.

MR. WELLS (Canning) [5.52): The sub-
ject of school extension is a hardy annual.
In my electorate there arc eight schools, hut
there is one in particular, that in Kensing-
ton area, to which it is important that addi-
tions and improvements should be ma-de.
This part of my electorate is a working
man's area which has grown rapidly in the
last few years. It became inecessary a little
while back to erect a temporary structure
in the yard of the school to aff ord
the additional accommodation which is
required, but during the winter months
it was anything but comfortable, 'whilst
in the summer it was unbearable on
account of the heat. I regard it as a
good sign when schools are well filled with
children, and the Kensington school, having
developed in importance, I suggest that the
Minister should give it some attention din-
ing the ensuing year. The argument ad,7
Avanced by the member for Leedervile as to
using material that the Government have on
hand, might be applied in this case, and
here it would he just a matter of sending
it to the spot, where plenty of labour would
be available for converting it into a suitable
structure. Some of the money that is being
spent on road construction to-day might be
diverted into channels of the character I
have outlined-the improvement of the State
schools. With regard to the Cargill-street
school, this was built in the early period of
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the settlement of the suburb and it is righit
on the fringe of the river on low-lying-
land. The school was built where settlement
was taking place. It has now grown to such
an extent that it is almost impossible to
remove it to a higher area. A good deal of
attention needs to he given to it every year'
loads of gravel have to be carted to the
ground to make it possible for the children
to get from the street to the school. The
school yard is on a lower level than the
street, and unless some attention is given
to the approach to the building, children will
never get to it in winter time with dry feet.

TM&~ HEGNEY (Middle Swan) [5.56]:
It is rather regrettable that it has beeu found
necessary to whittle down the Education
Vote to the extent of £li8,000. Of course
we realise that the State is passing through
difficult times and that it has become neces-
sary to effect economies. I have no wish to
be considered parochial, but as the represen-
tative of the Middle Swan electorate I should
he lacking in my duty if I did not bring
under the notice of responsible Ministers the
requirements of some of the schools in the
area I represent. There are ten State schools
in that electorate and to one of them I wish
particularly to refer. It is the school at
Bayswater which is certainly a growing
centre, the population having increased con-
siderably in recent years. There are about
500 children attending the Bayswater State
school. The playing ground is in anythingi
but a desirable condition. The ex-iister
for Education (31r. Keenan) visited the
school and discussed with the road hoard,
the Parents' and Citizens' Association and
myself the proposition that was put up to
him for the improvement of the ground.
The buaghear was the amount that would be
required to provide material with which to
cover the sand. It was estimated that the

cost would be £350. I should like the present
Minister for Education to take up the ques-
tion with a view to doing something to im-
prove the ground. Another school in North
Maylands is overcrowded and a demand has
been made for additional accommodation,
whilst the playground of the children in this
case also should be covered with some gravel
so as to make the conditions a little more
pleasant. At present the children play in
sand and return to their homes in a filthy
vondition.

Mr. Corhoy: Parents have done a lot of
work at that school.

Mr. HEGNEY: That is quite true. Then
there is the position at Morley Park. The
People in that district have agitated for the
provision of school facilities, and petitions
have been presented to the Government urg-
ing the erection of a school building. I
have made representations to that effect to
the Director of Education, but I understand
the difficulty is that there is a, bare three
miles between the proposed site and the ex-
isting school at Inglewood. Many parents
take their children to school from V2 miles
beyond that point, and this means that many
poultry farmers and others spend a consid-
erable time in conveying their children to and
from school. That time could be spent with
advantage in developing their holdings. An-
other school is required on Becehboro-road,
north of Bayswater. There is a lot of settle-
ment going on there and many small farmers
are well established. I submitted a petition
to the department some days ago and it dis-
closed that 60L children would immediately
avail themselves of the school facilities if
they were provided in that locality. Many
children have to proceed for more than thre
miles to the Bayswater school. Another
school that should receive some attention is
in the quarry areas in that part known as
Helena Valley. The difficulty there is that
the Helan River divides the district and i
winter the children cannot cross the river
because of the high-water level. I have been
end eavouring to induLce the road board to
construct a small suspension bridge across
the river so as to enable the children to cros
the river in winter time. Attention phould
also be given to the Wattle Grove school.
The grounds are low-lying and require to be
drained in winter. I urge the Minister to
give some attention to these matters par-
ticularly seeing that they will not involve
much expenditure. In conclusion, I want to
refer to the Belmont State school, in charge
of which there is an excellent head master.
I believe the school stands as the pioneer in
the use of the cinema for educational pur-
poses. The Parents and Citizens' Associa-
tion have collaborated with a head master
in carrying out wonderfully effective work.
'Members will appreciate the fact that know-
ledge can be disseminated easily through the
eye. Children can learn many things by that
mieans that may prove difficult to acquire b-Y
ordinary rote. With the use of the school
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cinema and piano, the Parents and Citizens'
Association and the head master have been
able to raise quite a lot of money in the
interests of the unemployed of the
district, and have done much to im-
prove the environment of the school.

MIL WITHERS (Bunbury) [6.6]; The
work of the Education Department affects
the whole Stare in many different ways.
There is not a single mnember of this Cham-
ber who could not advance arguments
against the reduction of the Education Vote.
It is regrettable that it has been reduced
to the extent indicated. We can ifi-affordl
to save the expenditure of £100,000 in the
work of educating our boys and girls. No
other Government department has received
such assistance from the general public as
has the Education Department. The Parents
and Citizens' Association movement has
come to stay. Wherever we go in Western:
Australia, we find that the Education De-
partment is receiving valuable assistance
from such organisations. Their work has
tended to improve the lot of the children
at our schools and has brightened their en-
vironment generally. It is regrettable that,
despite the hard times, the Government have
tq effect economies that would almost seem
toj amount to indications of ingratitude in
view of the assistance rendered by the par-
ents and citizens at so many different
centres. As the member for South Fre-
mantle (Hon. A. McCallum) pointed out,
the Estimates do not really indicate the
true position, seeing that the money with-
held on account of those who ame entitled
to long service leave, is not shown as a
debit.

The Minister for Education: It never has
been.

Mr. WITHERS:- That is so, but if that
money were set out annually, it would
make the position clearer. It may be that
a number of the teachers will desire to
take their long& service leave in one year,
and then the Government may be in dimf-
euilties. I wish to pay a tribute to the
effective work the department has carried
out by means of the continuation classes.
They hare represented a most important
part of the system. Children have been
forced to leave school at an early age, prob-
ably owing to the parents being unable to
shoulder the cost of higher education. After

working by day, those children have had
an opportunity to attend the continuation
classes and improve their education accord-
ingly, It must be appreciated that when a
child reaches the age at which he is per-
mitted to leave school, he is better able to
arrive at a determination as to what he may,
desire to be during his lifetime. That being
so, he is able to make a choice of the sub-
jects that will he of assistance to him in
after-life, and pursue the study of those
subjects at the continuation classes. Now
we find that no expenditure under that
heading has been provided for. I hope
that the economy effected in that direction
will be temporary, and that at the end of
the financial year we will find that the Gov-
ernment have considerably escessed the vote.
The discontinuance of the allowance to stu-
dents at the Training College has emubar-
rassed many young people and their parents.
It is particularly hard on some students
whose parents were fortunately in such Cir-
cumnstances; that they were able to allow
them. to continue their education, but to-
day, owing to altered circumstances, they are
unable to continue along those lines seeing
Lhat the Government allowance has been de-
creased to such an extent. Various mem-
hers have ste,ede the. need for extra school
accommodation. At Tuttenuip a school has
been closed, although there are more than
the requisite number of children in the dis-
trict to warrant its continuance. I made
representations on their behalf and was in-
formed that immediately a male teacher was
available, he would be sent to the school.
This week I have received notification that
the school is still unopened. It cannot be
f aid that there is a dearth of teachers.

The Minister for Lands: What about
accommodation for the teacher?

Mr. WITHERS: I think that is avail-
able all right. There is a group settler's
cottage right opposite the school, which is
at a railway siding.

The Minister for Lands:- That is very
often the dimeculty.

Mr. WITHERS: I know that. I trust,
however, that in several directions the Esti-
mates will be considerably excessed during
the financial year.

MR. SLEEMAN (Fremantle) [6,123:
Money devoted to education is usually, well
spent. When introducing the Estimates, the
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Minister referred to the salaries paid to
teachers, and said that they were not
adequate.

The Minister for Education: I think I
said they were not quite as high as I would
like them to be, if we could affod to pay
more.

11r, SLEEMAXN: I take no exception to
the Minister's statement. There are others
than teachers in the Education Department
who cannot have grounds for satisfaction re-

garding the remuneration they receive, with
which they are expected to find the necessi-

ties of life and clothing. I refer to a section
that seems to be down-trodden-the cleaners.
During the last Christmas vacation the de-

partmnent decided to dispense with their ser-
vices for the period of the holidays. A con-
siderable amount of discussion ensued and at
the last moment the department agreed to
allow the cleaners one day's pay for every
year they had been employed by the depart-
ment and that, to some extent, not wholly,

compensated the cleaners for the cutting-out
of their services during the Christmas vaen-

tion. There have heen two subsequent vaca-
tions, and I have been informed that the

services of the cleaners were dispensed with

on each occasion. To my mind, that is mere

cheese-paring. It is wrong that the cleaners

sbould be denied the right to live during the

holidays because most of them are widows

with families, and depend upon their earn-

ings to maintain themselves and their chill-
dren.

Mir. Panton: And the board fixed their
wages on the ground that the cleaners are

paid all the year round.
Mr. SLEEMAN: That makes the position

all the more difficult. These people have a
genuine complaint seeing that they render
valuable services. It is necessary to employ
them in order to keep the schools clean, and
I hope that in future the department will
see that their services are retained during
vacations.

Sitting suspended from 6.16 to 7.30 Ps.

Mr. SLEFMAN: Before the tea adjourn-
ment I mentioned that the school caretakers
unfortunately had their wages stopped dur-
ing the vacation. I trust the department
will see that it is not just to dock those peo-

ple, who are the least able to afford it. The
majority of them are widows supporting
families. I hope the Minister will see what

lie can do in the matter. I amn sure he does
not desire that widows supporting families
should be penalised and practically debarred
from earning the wherewithal to live during
the vacation. In regard to the University,
in my opinion the money spent on that in-
stitution in a general way is well advised ex-
penditure. But unfortunately during the
last 12 months we have had University pro-
fessors sent from the University to the East-
ern States, and presumably part of the State
subsidy to the University has been used for
the payment of salary to those professors.

The CHAIRMAN : The Education De-
partment has no control over the University.
The Government grant the University a sub-
sidy; that is all, and we have passed the
Vote from which that is paid.

The Minister for Lands: Yes, it comes
from the Treasury.

Air. SLEEMAN: But we have in these
Education Estimates an item, "University
Exhibitions £1,680."

The Minister for Education: That is quite
a different thing.

The CHAIRMAN: The Education Depart-
ment has no control over the University, and
so the University cannot be discussed on
these Estimates.

Mr. SLEEMAN: But the University is an
educational institution, and so we ought to
be able to discuss it, especially as Are have
here this item for University exhibitions.
Moreover, the Government have six repre-
sentatives on the University Senate, and
grant to the University £31,000 per annum,

The Afinister for Lands: That is from the
Treasurer's Vote.

Mr. SLEEMAN: No, there is no item
for the University in the Treasurer's Vote.
I have gone through the whole of the Esti-
mates, and the only department in which the
University is mentioned is the Education
Department. Therefore it must be right
for us to discuss the University while on
these Estimates.

The CHAIRMAN: No, but the hon. mem-
ber would be quite in order in discussing
University exhibitions when we come to that
item.

Mr. SLEEMAN: During the last 12
months the University has sent a professor
to the Eastern States to write propaganda.
Soon after that gentleman's arrival in the
Eastern States he deliberately set himself
out to write down the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment.
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The CHAIRMAN: Order! The Education
Department has no control over the Univer-
sity professors nor over anything else in
the University.

Mr. SLEEMAN: Well, tell me where I
can discuss this.

The Minister for Lands: You asked ques-
dions about it in the House seine months ago,
and we gave conredt answers to yoin ques-
tions.

Mr. SLEEMAN: You did not. You tried
to bluff the House that you could not give

the information. When public money is

being expended, I, as a representative of

the people, am entitled to a courteous reply
to my questions. You tried to push me

aside, and I am not going to be pushed aside.

I am going to get the information I require,

and if I cannot get it by way of a courteous
reply I must try other means. The Deputy
Premier put it over me in May and June

in his answers to my questions, demanding in
effect what it had to do with me, and declar-

ing that the Government knew nothing about

iThe Minister for Education: About what!

Mr. SLEEMAN: About the grant to the
University. The Deputy Premier gave me

the reply that it was no business of the

Government's. I will road you what the

answer Was.
The Minister for Education: You cannot

quote it from "Hausard," because it occurred
in the present session.

Mr. SLEEMAN: Well, I have it written
out. Here was the question:-

I' What amount annually has been paid dur-
ing the last three years as a subsidy to the
University of Western Australia? 2, What
salary has been Paid to Professor Shan by the
University, with travelling expens, if ay?
3, what are the terms and conditions uner
which Professor Shanin has been relieved by
the University to write what appears to be
political Propaganda for the Bank of NeW
South Wales against the present Common-
wealth Government? 4, what are his quslit,
cations, and who recommended him for his
position? 5, Is Professor Sharn at present
drawing any salary or allowance from the Uni-
versity of Western Australial1 6, HAS his Ab-
sence from the University lessened the efficiency
of the professorial staff ? 7 Is it the intention
of the University to ask krofessor Shun to
resume duty? s, if so, wheat

On that occasion it was the Acting Treas-

urer who replied, the reply being as fol-
lows:

1, 1928-29, £80,000; 1929-30, £ 31,000; 19130-al,
f31,000. 2 to 8, This information is not in

the possession of the Government, as Professor
Shan is an employee of the University, whence
information should be obtained direct.

The Minister for Education: On a point of
order. This question the hon. member has
quoted has nothing to do with this division
of the Estimates.

Mr. Marshall: On another point of order.
Is the Minister in order in making a speech
on a point of order?

The Minister for Education: As Minister
for Education I have no control over the
University. The University has a vote
granted under a special Act, and the Uini-
versity's expenditure of that sum is entirely
outside the control of the Governmeut.

The CHAIRMAN: I rule in that direc-
tion. This question, which the member for
Fremnantle asked and had answered in the
House, should have been discussed on the
general debate on the Treasurer's Financial
Statement. I certainly cannot allow the hon.
member to discuss it on these Estimates.

Mx. SLEEMAN: I know, Sir, it is not
your intention to burke discussion on any
public matter. if you can show me in either
the Premier's Estimates or the Treasurer's
Estimates any item dealing with the Univer-
sity, I will agree that your ruling is correct.
But I have been through the whole of the
Estimates, and failed to find any such item,
except in these Estimates of the Education
Department.

The Minister for Lands: Look at page 16i.
It could have been discussed there.

Mr. SLEE2IAN: The Estimates stait on

page 18 with the Estimates of the Legis-
lative Council. The Education Estimates
alone contain an item for the University.
Yet the Minister tells us this is not the
place in which to discuss the University.

There is no place in the Estimates, excel-t
this one.

The Minister for Education: This is not
at matter that you can discuss on the Esti-
mates.

Mr. SLEEMNAK: If the sum of £SI,000
is being paid to the University, have we
not the right to know all about it?

The Minister for Education: We have a

large sum being paid to the Auditor Gen-
eral, yet you cannot discuss the Audlitor
General's salary on the Estimates.

Mr. SLEEMAN: You have here an itemn
for the University.
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The Minister for Education: No, we have
not.

31r. SLEEMAK:- Yes, you have fl,680
for University exhibitions.

The Minister for Education: That has
nothing to do with the University adminis-
tration. That is a sum of money set aside
for children, our own children, who win
the exhibitions.

Mr. SLEEMAN: Then where is the right
place in which to discuss the money we pay
to the University?

The Attorney General: 1 should say it
could only be done on a substantive motion,
or on the general discussion on the Treas-
urer's financial policy.

Mr. SLEEMAN: Then are we to under-
stand that we cannot do anything?

The CHEAIRM4AN: The hon. member had
an opportunity to discuss it on the general
debate on the financial policy.

Mr. SLEEMAN: I have gone through nill
the Estimate;, and there is not an item, for
the University anywhere else. The Deputy
Premier first said we should have discussed
it. on the Estimates of the Premier's De-
partment. But there is no Uiversity item
there.

The Mlinister for Lands: On the first
Vote, that of the Legislative Council, you
could discuss anything.

Mr. SLEEMIAN: First ha, said the Pre-
inier's Department, and then he said we
could have discussed it on page 16 of the
Fstijnates. But the Estimates do not start
u7ntil page 18.

The Mfinister for Lands: You can discuss
anything on the general debate.

lion. S. W. Mfunsie: Every time the Edu-
('ntion Estimates have come up here, we
have discussed the University.

The Attorney Genera!: Then it seenis to
tie it was very much out of order.

The CHAIRMAN: I call the member for
Haunans to order for saying that on every
occasion when the Education Estimates have
been before the Committee, the UniveraitY$
has been discussed. I say it is not so, or if!
it was discussed it was entirely out of order.'
Mv ruling is that the administration of
the T'niversity cannot he discussed.

Diaqexnt from Ruling.

Mr. Sleemsn:- It is a very. serious thing
to say that we cannot discuss the grant of
£31,000 to the University. Are the repre-

beutatives of the people in this House to
have no say, especially when we have here
an item dealing with the University? I1
have done my best to keep within the rules
oC debate by waiting until a valid oppor-
tuinity came along so that I could discuss
this item. Since there is here an item for
U'niversity exhibitions, I feel that I have
the right to discuss the -University. In the
c~rcumstances, I move--

That the Committee dissent from the Chair-
mian's ruling.

[The Speaker took the Ghair.J

The Chairman reported the dissent.
Mr. Speaker: I should like to ask the

Chairman whether there is any item on the
Education Estimates dealing with the Uni-
versity,

The Chairman: There is one item "Uni-
versity Exhibitions, £1,680."

Mr. Speaker: I understand that the mem-
ber for Fremantle, in dealing with the Edu-
cation Estimates, sought to refer to Ulniver-
sity administration. The only item on these
Estimates is for University ex~hihitions. That
has nothing to do with the control of the
University. The money is intended for
scholarships for children attending schools
outside the control of the University. If
that is the only item on the Estimates on
which the hon. member bases his argument,
I must rule-

Hon. W. D. Johnsoni: Before you give
your ruling, 'Mr. Speaker, I should like to
point out that the item for University ex-
hibitions is a definite vote to assist children
to continue their education at the University.
To ensure that the University is conducted
in accordance with the Act and that the ad-
ministration is such as to fit in with Govern-
ment policy, we send the Director of Educa-
tion to the University as a representative )f
the Government. How can we check Gov-
ernment activities in this respect unless we
are permitted to discuss the University? We
arc voting money to the University, to which
we send the Director of Education as our
watchdog to ensure that the money is wisely
expended. Thus the University is part and
parcel of the education system. The Min-
.Ater for Education is definitely associated
wvith the University because his Director of
Education is sent there hy him.

The Minister for Education: Not neces-
sarily.
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Hon. W. D. Johnson: Yes, positively.
The Director of Education has always been
connected with the administration of the
University. If we cannot discuss the Uni-
versity under the Education Estimates, it
cannot be discussed at all. Ministers have
suggested that there was opportunity to ven-
tilate anything during the general debate
on the Estimates as a whole. That is not
what we want. We want information, and
nobody but the Minister for Education can
give the information. It is his duty to know
the facts, and it is our right to interrogate
and inquire. I submit that we have the
right to discuss the University on these Es-
timates.

Mr. Sleeman: When I was speaking, the
Minister for Lands, by interjection, said I
should have raised the question of the Uni-
versitv on the Premier's Estimates. In no
department except the Education Depart-
mnent is the tUniversity mentioned. I pur-
posely waited until the Education Vote was
being considered before mentioning the mat-
ter. I could not get the information I de-
sired by way of question in May and June
last, and I sought to get the information on
the Education Estimates. Immediately I
started to discuss the University, a point of
order was raised and the Chairman ruled me
out of order. In my opinion the Education
Vote is the only one under which we can
discuss the University. That vote contains
an item for University exhibitions. If we
can discuss that matter, we should be able to
discuss the University administration, and it
is very necessary that we should be per-
mitte to do so.

'Mr. Speaker: The hon. member has not
the correct information, because there is an
item on the Estimates.

Mr. Sleeman: The University is men-
tioned under special Acts on page 16 of the
Estimates, but we started with the Legisla-
tive Council vote on page 18.

The Minister for Lands: But you had an
opportunity to speak on any matter at all.

Mr. Sleeman: Not to get the information
I require. When I attempted to get it by
way of question, I was pushed aside like an
old boot. I am not going to be treated in
that way if I can help it. The Principal of
the Teachers' College, for whom provision
is made under this vote, is connected with
the University. Part of his salary is paid
by the University. That is additional evi-

dence that this is the one and only oppor-
tunity to discuss the University grant. We
must have means of getting the information
we require. We cannot get it by way of
question, and the Estimates afford the only
other opportunity. I submit that I was quite
in order.

H~on. J. C. Willeock: When the Professor
of Education was appointed, it was with the
idea of having a definite link between the
Education Department and the University
staff. The principal of the Teachers' College,
in the person of Professor Cameron, who is
also Professor of Education, directly links
up the department with the University. That
has been done as a matter of policy.

The Minister for Education: You think
that under this vote the administration of
the University can be discussed?

Hon. J. C. Wilicock: When we have an
officer appointed by the Government to link
up the two systems, we should be able to dis-
cuss matters connected with the University.

The Minister for Education: What is the
good of discussing it? I do not know any-
thing about it.

The Minister for Lands: You can move a
substantive motion.

The Minister for Education: I cannot do
anything about it.

Hon. J1. 0. Willcock: The item which pro-
rides for the salary of the Principal of the
Teachers' College should afford the oppor-
tunity to discuss matters of education and
matters affecting the University. If the
Minister for Education says he can give no
information, it is not much use our discuss-
ig the matter. What we are concerned
about now is our right to interrogate him on
this question.

The Minister for Education: I do not want
to prevent the member for F~remantle from
discussing the University, but would point
out that the debate must be conducted along
proper lines. We are dealing with the Esti-
Mates of expenditure of this department.
Unless the Minister has control over a par-
ticular item that masy be referred to by a
memnber, of what use is it to talk about it?
The member for Fremantle wishes to criti-
cise the absence in Sydney of a professor
of the University, and I gather that he dis-
approves of it.

Mr. Sleeman: Nothing of the sort. I was
about to disapprove of the action of the Gov-
ermnent in paying the professor for the
political work he was doing.
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The Minister for Education: And he ad-
dresses his remarks to me as Minister for
Education. My answer is that the Govern-
ment do not pay the professor, have no con-
trol over him, do not know him officially,
could not sack him or appoint him, and have
no control over his movements.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: That is not correct.
You have representation on the Senate. You
can say that if this sort of thing- does not
stop the Government will be recommended
not to pay the f,31.000. You have direct in-
fluence over the position.

The Minister for Education: The Govern-
ment can nominate three persons out of eight
on the Senate. The vote of £31,000 is made
under a special Act. The matters dealt with
under special Acts are clearly indicated by
the heading to Division No. 1 of the Esti-
mates, "Expenditure exclusive of the Esti-
mates and prodided for by special Acts."
The matter raised by the hon. member is ex-
clusive of the Estimates and is prodided for
by a special Act. I should be only too glad
to supply any information in my power.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: You could convey
to your representatives that they should give
the hon. member the information he wants.

The Minister for Education; We have no
right to tell them what to do. The Univer-
sity is governed under a special Act. Thd
policy adopted there is adopted entirely un-
der that Act. The Minister for Education
has no more control over the actions of the
University than has any private member.

Hon. J. C. Wilicock: As a member of the
Government supplying the money you have
a responsibility. If the University spent the
£31,000 foolishly you could withdraw the
grant.

The Minister for Education: Yes, by
amending the Act and in no other way.

Mr. Slecinan: Some months ago I asked
certain questions of the Goverinment, but re-
ceived no reply. I had information in my
possession to the effect that a professor of
the Western Australian University was in
Sydney, and was writing political articles
against the fiduciary note issue while he was
in receipt of public funds from this State.
Every member saw a pamphlet from that
professor. I have information which showed
that he was paid out of funds supplied from
this Government to do things against the
Federal Government. I wanted to know

how much he was paid, how long his contract
lasted, and how much he got for the work he
was doing. Tf the Government had supplied
me with the information this incident would
not have taken place. The Minister has
a peculiar way of helping me when he says
I should no longer be heard on this question.
If he had not the information to give me, he
should have got it from the University
Senate.

Mr. Speaker: In my judgment the mem-
ber for Fremantle was wrong in bringing up
the question of the control and management
of the University on these Estimates. He
had an opportunity to deal with it on the
general discussion. I uphold the Chairman's
ruling.

[Committee resumed.]

MR, PIESSE (Katanninw) [8.13]: I re-
gret that such an important vote as this
should have suffered so severe a cut as is
disclosed by the Estimates. No Government
department is more closely in touch with the
well-being of the people as is this one. I
am sorry the ex-Minister for Education has
retired from Cabinet. I congratulate him
upon Ibe skill and ability he showed while
he was in cfarge of the department. I am
also pleased that the department has fallen
into the capable hands of the Attorney Gen-
eral. I am sorry the Training College and
the continuation classes have'had to suffer
because of the financial position. The wl-
lege has done work of great value, and it
has had a tremendous effect upon the children
who have been attending our State schools.
It has also provided many opportunities ior
young people fn become nmhmets of the
teaching profession. I am v~r 'v concerned
because so many boys and girls of school-
leaving "Pe are unable to Ou-i employment
or to continue their studies to higher
levels. A very important duty is cast upon
Parliament as well as the Government, to
launch out into some new line that may
meet the present unfortunate situation.
Various suggestions have been thrown out
as to the employment of our young men
and our young women, who are so anxious
to take part in the development of Western
Australia and start life on their own ac-
count. No doubt many members can look
back to small beginnings of their owa, and
an recall how much it meant to them in

their early days to get a first start in work
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and thus begin to earn their own livelihood.
It is more necessary than ever that we
should take the keenest interest in the future
welfare of the young people of the present
day. We have reason to be very thankful
indeed to Mr. Chandler, the head of the
Perth Boys' School, for drawing public at-
tention to the present unfortunate position,
which is intensifying. During the past two
or three weeks letters appearing in the Press
have offered suggestions for giving employ-
ment to our young people. I am inclined
to think that the best way of giving them a
start in life is to let them learn agriculture.
A few days ago a correspondent of the
"West Australian," well qualified by exper-
ience, pointed out that large areas with as-
sured rainfall could be utilised for the pur-
poe of training young people, and espec-
ially boys, in agricultural pursuits. With-
out wishing to be parochial, I can say that
in the Great Southern District, right from
Albany to Beverley, and especially west of
tile Great Southern railway, there arc large
areas suitable for closer settlement. Young
people could there be given training on, say,
a five-years plan. The majority of our
young people can he regarded as suitable for
the land, and they would be only too anxious
to take up tbis work if given opportunity and
encouragement. Day by day we see oppor-
tunities fur bringing our lands under culti-
vation, especially for dairying purposes . If
the young people realise that Parliament is
taking an interest in them, they will be glad
to go on the land, even if during a period
of five years they earn only sufficient to live.
The experience thus gained would be most
valuable to them in after-life. Many of the
mining people who came to Western Aus-
tralia in the early days of the goldfields were
agriculturists practically driven out of Vic-
toria end South Australia by being unable
to make a living in those States. When the
gold industry receded, they heceme sonmc of
our best agriculturalists. A knowledge of
agriculture is always valuable to any man
and any woman. I believe all bon. members
realise that if the industry can get back
into its stride, good times will return.

Hon. S. W. Munsie: The industry is all
right. It is the low prices that are the
trouble.

Mr. PIESSE: The only practical solution
of the unemployment question, in my
opinion, lies in the land. The only means

of getting our workless people back into
reasonably decent employment is the culti-
vation of the land.

The CHAIRMAN: I am afraid the hon.
member is getting away from the Education
Vote.

Mr. PIE SSE: I am sorry if I have trans-
gressed, but I wish to point out that in our
educational system too much attention is
given to the purely scholastic side. While
we have much to be grateful for as regards
free education from the school to the univer-
sity, yet we cannot overlook the fact that a
most serious problem faces us. There is the
responsibility of getting 16,000 unemployed
hack into work. That difficulty is greatly
intensified year after year by boys and girls
leaving school and not finding opportunities
of obtaining employment. Until about two
years ago, there was no such difficulty. In
the country districts, as soon as a boy left
school, there were banks, stores and busineis
houses ready to employ him. Now most of
the employees in such places are on half-
time, or have lost their work. In many
families, the father comes home with only
two days' pay per week, his earnings being
insufficient to keep the family decently. I
sincerely hope the Government will realise
the necessity to do something for our boys
and girls. It has been suggested that train-
ing farms might be established on modest
lines in various districts, affording oppor-
tunities for training boys and girls in fruit
culture, potato growing, grazing, and espec-
ially dairy farming. To-day's newspaper
contains the pleasing information that Aus-
tralia has produced the best butter in the
world.

The Minister for Lands: You are getting
on to the Agricultural Vote, surely.

11r. PIESSE: The education of our
children will be of little avail to them unless
they are able to obtain employment after
leaving school. I commend the suggestion
for the establishmnent of training farms. If
the matter is taken earnestly i-n hand, they
can be established, notwith~standing the
finances being at a low ebb. Boys and
girls at such farms would be encouraged to
do what we expect of them as future citi-
zens of this country. They would be taught
t3 become self-reliant. Let me say again
how much I appreciate the work of the
Education Department, from the Director
downwards. It is pleasing to go to the
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department and observe the invariable emit-
fray of every official, to see how sincere are
their efforts, in the moat frying circum-
stances, to meet the requirements of the
country districts, and especially to establish
and foster small country schools. Refer-
ence has been made to the renting of
teachers' quarters. I have knowledge of
cases in which rents, having been fixed in
prosperous times, have not been reduced in
a(*cordance with private residences. I trust
the 'Minister will bear in mind that an
anomnaly exists. It speaks well for the
loyalty of our teachers that they have sub-
mitted to the cuts made in their salaries.
Moreover, the employees of the Education
Department work overtime without getting
paid for it. No one wants to sweat them,
and the manner in which during their coun-
try's financial need they have submitted to
sacrifices stauds to their credit. I brought
to the notice of the former Mlinister for
Education some representations made by the
Parents and Citizens' Association of IKatan-
ning as to the renovation of the school build-
ings. I submit it is false economy to allow
G overnment buildings to depreciate for want
of the care which private owners would
bestow on them. The painting of these
school buildings could be done profitably
when so many men are out of work. To
leave it undone is utterly false economy.
I congratulate the officers of the depart-
ment on their splendid work during the
past year, and I hope that the reductions
which have been made in their salaries will
be merely temporary.

MR, WANBROUGH (Albany) [8.28]:
1 join in other members' expressions of re-
gret at the reduction which these Estimates
show. I wish to bring to the attention of
the "Minister for Education the position of
the caretakers and cleaners employed in
connection with schools. In may district they
are employed at a very small wage, about
20s. 6d. per week. Recently that small wage'
has been subjected to the financial emer-
gency reduction. I think it most unfair
that widows with dependent children should
have their already low wages reduced in
this manner. It must also be borne in mind
that school caretakers andl cleaners are un-
employed for five or six weeks in every
year. Their wages are reduced to that ex-
tent, apart from the 18 per cent. reduction,

I hope the Minister will look into the mat-
ter, and see whether some improvement
cannot be effected. These women, who have
no breadwinner but frequently have to sup-
port several children, do excellent work. I
regret that the expenditure on education is
in be so severely reduced. Let us hope that
much of the reduction proposed will niot
toke place.

MR. NORTH (Claremont) [8.301: 1 do
not wish to speak generally on the Estimate9,
but I desire to ask a question. As hon.
members are aware, the Claremont Training
College has been dlosed for some time. There
is a rumour, however, that the college is to
he opened for another purpose, such as the
conducting of higher standard classes, from
which, it has been stated, local children will
be debarred. If the college is to be reopened
for the purpose I have indicated, I trust
residents of Claremont will have an oppor-
tunity to avai themselves of the advantages.

MR. PATRICK (Greenough) [8.31]:
While I appreciate the difficulies mentioned
by the member for Leederville (Mr. Panton)
and others, regarding the provision of addi-
tional accommodation for children in the
metropolitan area, I cannot believe that the
difficulties are comparable with those that
exist in the more sparsely populated por-
tions of the State. I desire to commend the
policy laid down by the former Minister for
Education (Mr, Keenan), who decreed that,
owing to the limited funds available, any
money that could be used for the erection of
new school buildings should be spent in out-
back portions of the State. Formerly, be-
tween £60,000 end £70,000 was spent an-
nually on the erection of new school build-
ings over the five-year period. Now money
is available for expenditure in dribs and
drabs only. The en-Minister for Education,
in deciding upon that policy, was influenced
by the fact that if more accommodation
'were required in the metropolitan area, the
difficulty could be overcome by renting
premises, whereas no such way out of the
trouble could be found in the bush, miles
away from the nearest centre. I also wish
to mention the wonderful work done by some
settlers in assisting the department to pro-
vide school accommodation. In my elec-
torate, there is a school known as the Mendel-
Wongoondy school, which is 20 miles away
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from a -railway. The settlers in that district
desired to have school accommodation, but no
funds were advailable for the work. They
puat up a proposition to me that they shouldi
shift a school 30 miles away, conveying the
material by motor truck, and re-erecting it
where required for £40. The estimate sub-
mitted by the Public Works Department for
the work was about £180. 1 am glad that
'when I put the proposition to the Govern-
ment, the £40 was made available, and now
that school is an accomplished fact on its
new site. In the smaller centres the school
building is not u-sed for educational ptw-
poses alone, but is regarded as the regular
meeting place for the district, and the centre
for recreational and social gatherings. I can
give another instance in regard to which I
am placing a proposition before the depart-
ment. A school is required at a place 20
miles from a railway, where there are about
29 children available. The settlers have
offered to remove an unoccupied school 30
miles away, and re-erect it under the super-
vision of two skilled carpenters, without a
penny of expense to the department. Alter-
natively, if the department -will provide
the materials, the settlers are prepared to
erect the school building themselves. With
the Deputy Leader of the Opposition, I de-
plore the reduction in the amount provided
for scholarships and exhibitions. Although
we have what is termed a free University in
Western Australia, its facilities are not free
to country people. That also applies to the
secondary schools. For instance, at Gerald-
ton there is the High School. Children from
the surrounding district have to stay at such
places as the Protestant Home, where 30s. a
week is charged for board and lodging. It
will be seen that parents will have little
chance of sending their children to the High
School under those conditions, if the allow-
ance under this heading is appreciably cur-
tailed. To indicate the value of these exhi-
bitions, I have only to me-ntion Dr. Teakie,
who has been so criticised of late. He came
f rom a school where there was an attendance
of 20 children. I know a child who secured
an exhibition that took him to the Geraldton
High School. Ho camne from a school where
the attendance was under 15. When his first
report from the High School was received,
it was endorsed to the elfect that the child
showed outstanding ability in every subject.
Without the advantage of the exhibition,

that child, whose parents are not in very
good circumstances, would have no oppor-
tunity of securing advanced education. I
deplore the cutting down of the grant for
exhibitions. I hope that the present Minister
will continue the policy of his predecessor
regarding the utilisation of whatever funds
are available for the erection of schools in
the out-hack areas.

TE MINISTER FOR EDUCATION
(Hon. 2 A. L. Davy-West Perth-in re-
ply) [8.35]: T sin alway' s on the side of the
educationists. Mfy idea of a true democracy
is a place where, so far as it is possible hum-
anely to achieve it, every person an reach
tbe position that his natural ability and
character justify. (Yur educations! aim is
largely to counteract disabilities under which
a child labours; becauise he is born of poor
parents. I am never in tune with those peo-
ple who wish to cut down expenditure on
education. At the samte time, I do not think
anyone can observe our educational system
without realising that many persons who can
well afford to hear the expense of educating
their children, are content to allow the rest
of the community to assume that responsi-
bility, because it is cheaper for those per-
sons. flow that position can be avoided I
am not prepared to say at the moment. Rt
aiwavs; seems to mre that the taking of ad-
vantage of free education prodided by the
State by people who can well afford to pay
for their children's education, is not quite in
accord with the spirit that devised our
educational system. Many comments have
been made by members regarding the de-
partment, almost entirely friendly and in
tended to be helpful. Many members
seemed to call passing attention to necessi-
ties without any hope that the Government,
in view of the present depleted finances,
could give heed to their requirements. I
will deal as shortly as possible with the
points that were raised. The member for
Swan (Mlr. Sampson) mentioned the rural
industries exhibition at the show. I agree
with him in his statement that it was a most
admirable display. This activity has been
started Comparatively recently in ouir
schools. At one time I was the nominee of
Mr. Drew, when Minister for Education, on
the Classification Board, and, with others,
I had the duty of selecting Mr. Rogers,
whose name I1 am pleased to mention as
having carried out his task extremely well
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as the teacher in charge of the agricultural
activities at all the country schools through-
out the State. He is an example himself of
-what our education system can do for a
willing Pupil. He started off with no ad-
vantages, at all, and commenced earning his
living with his hands. As a youth he studied
determinedly, and later becamne a school
teacher. He had the sense to follow his
particular bent and concentrated on instruc-
tion in agricultural subjects. Now lie finds
himself guiding the agricultural education of
children attending country schools through-
out the State. I did not quite follow te
member for Swvan in his criticism of the
practice of sending single female teachers to

country schools. So far as I can gather it
has bcen the general rule that when a coun-
try school has been opened for the first time,
a single woman teacher has been put in
charge. I think that practice is still fol-
lowed.

Mr. Griffi ths: You do not fancy the mnatri-
monia! agency idea?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: I
do not.

Mr. Marshall: The member for Swan has
a "snout" on the country boys!

Hon. A. McCallumn : He does not want
another State industry.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
That naturally goes on in small country
schools where 20 or fewer children are
placed under the Care of a female school
teacher. The other day I attended, with the
member for Yilgarn-Coolgardie, the farmers'
picnic at flulyalbin, where there is a school
attended by 18 children. I found a very
charming young lady in charge of the school,
and it certainly seems to me we shall have
to replace her in the comparatively near
future. 'Wherever there is accommodation
available, the department will send a mar-
ried teacher. If I have any voica in the
mat-ter, I shall always fill vacancies with
married mn, if they are available and the
vacant positions are suitable. No sensible
person could disagree with that policy. The
member for Pingelly (Mr. Brown) referred
to the closing of the Claremont Training
College. Hon. members generally know ex-
tremnely well why the coller-e was closed. I
really think all agree that the action taken
was the proper one. The position is; that
at the moment we have available, or in sight
by Christmas time, 120 trained teachers, and
we have no -possible chance of absorbing them

in the comparatively near future. The
reasons for that position are various. In
the first place, in these hard times not so
many teachers retire. Formerly we had a
constant, though small, flow out of the
Education Department into commercial life,
of men who became dissatisfied with the
comparatively small remuneration they could
earn in the department. That applied to the
male side of the teaching statf. On the
female side, there has been at all times a
steady outflow of women teachers who left
the department in order to get married. In
these hard times, marriage has to be de-
ferred. As a result, we have not the num-
her of vacancies that have been customary.
It would be wrong to continue spending the
people's money on training teachers whose
services we did not require, and it would
be wrong for us to hold out hopes to young
mn and women that, after having under-
gone their college training, we would find
thetn positions. Although this wvas no act
of mine as Minister for Education, I en-
tirely approve of it. In fact, the decision
to close the college was arrived at by Cabi-
ret as a w~hole. It was a proper decision
to arrive at, and was quite unavoidable.
The only possible criticism of the course
odopted was that it might mean the dis-
pc.(rsatl of the skilled staff, end that when
ihe time came for the re-opening of the
college, the staff -would not be available."
That argument does not hold water. The
members; of the staff have been found posi-
tions in the Education Department. When
iii due course the time arrives for the re-
opening of the TraininEr College, the ser-
vices of the skilled stuff will be available
to tak-e tip their former duities. Another
point raised was with reference to the cor-
respondence classes. I confess that since I
have held my present position, I learned
something I did not know before, namely.
that over 2,000 children throughout th
State are being educated by letter. The
degree of efficiency of that correspondence
education was demonstrated by the exhibi-
tion of the pupils' work at the meaent Royal
Show.

Mr' Griffiths: A veryv fine exhibit.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
It was a wonderful exhibit.

Mr. J1. 1. Vann:- And it is a wonderful
system. The efficiency of the correspondence
class is greater then that of the schools.
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The MI1IiSTER FOR EDUCATION: I
do not know that, but when I saw the work.
of those children I thout01t pe~rhaps it
would be wise to extend the correspondence
system rather than to open tiny little schools.
But on inquiry I found that the great
trouble, at any rate in the early part of a
correspondence course, was that a deal of
time wias required to be given by- somebody
ii. the house to help) the child, up to say 31/
hours per day. That time is required to
"~e given by a person of considerable intelli-
gence. and of coursew the higher his or her
education, the better. But a great number
of ouir far-mers' wives4 have s-o many house-
I-old 'lutiesi and other duties to perform
that it is impossible for themi to find the
time in which to assist the child. I. have
ecmne to the cnclusion, not yet a definite
concin-jon, that the correspondence class Is
a. good substitute, but can be no more than
a substitute, for the school proper.

lon. A. MeCallunm: Has the department
ecnsidered the advisability of using wire-
lets in connection with the correspondence
classes?

The -MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: I
do not know that it has. It seems, to me
a brigTht thought.

lion. A. 'McCatlum: In Amecrica and Can-
ada wireless is used extensively for that
purpose.

The M1INISTER FOR EDUCATION: I
cannot qny that the department has not
considered it. Certainly the time is getting
very near when that might be found to be
a solution of mnany diffienities. We have
t. realise that we are required to found a
new .rehool whenever 10 or 12 childtn in
a given locality reach srhool age.

The M1inister for Lands: It might be
very difficult to get snitable wireless equip-
mrent for the purpose.

Hon. A. McCallum: 'Not at all. You will
find wireless sets all over the country dis-
tricts.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
We saw a wireless set in the precincts of the
House to-night. It senved to show how use-
fuil these cheap sets; can be. We got from
it a very intelligible account of the cricket
match: yet it was only a small equipment
in a little black ease, and was simply
dumnped on the table and plugged in.

Hlor. J. C. Willeock: Such sets have only
a radius of some .30 miles.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
At the momnt, but we do not know when
that will be extended. However, the corres-
pondence classes have developed in a most
astonishing way. In about 10 years the

nmber of pupfils enjoying, or submitting
to, that fornm of education has risen fromn
30 to over 2,000. It has been developed on
lines far ahead of those in any other State
of Australia,; in fact, it is doubtful whether
the system has been farther or better de-
veloped in any other part of the world. As
I say, I do not believe it to be any more
than a substitute for a school, but certainly
it has been a boon and a blessing to a very
large number of children in this State. An-
other point raised by the member for Pin-
gelly was the reduction of rent of quarters
for teachers. That is under consideration
at present, the question being whether they
shall he conceded a reduction on the basis of
the Red notion of Route Act. I am not going
to sa-y what the decision will be, but there
is this to be remembered, that the rent
charged to teachcrs for quarters is based on
at percentage of the capital cost of the
building only, no account being taken of the
value of the land.

Mr. Brown: But they have to pay rent
and. rates altio, have they not?

The MINISTER FOR EL)UCATION: I
do not think so. The rent is based on a per-
ventage of the capital cost of the building.
However, the matter is under consideration,
and whatever is deemed to be fair will be
conceded to them. A point raised by the
member for South Fremantle (Hon. A. Me-
Callum) was that of long-service leave for
teac hers. long-service leave, I take it, is
designed to enable public sen-ants to recoup
their health after a long period of bard
work without rest in the service of the coun-
try. A public -servant gets a fortnight's
holiday each year, and at the end of seven
years, or 10 years, as the case may be, he
gets three months' holiday. The school
teher gets at [east six wveeks' holiday every
year, and at best three months. The prim-
ar vschool teacher gets six weeks, and the
hizh school teacher gets, as near as doesn't
mnatter, three months' holiday each year.

The Minister for landls: The average
being at least 10 weeks.

The INISTER FOR EDUCATION: I
think I am safe in saying that the whole
of' the tear-hers get annual holidays ranging
between six weeks and just less than three
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months. It is difficult, therefore, to see why
long-service leave at the end of seven years
or 10 years is as justified in their case as it
is in the case of the public servant or the
railway man, who gets only a fortnight's
holiday each year. The Glovernment consid-
ered that in the supremely difficult times
through which we are passing it was reason-
able to ask the teachers to forego this
more than privilege, at any rate for the
time being.

.Mr. Giriffiths: How many States give the
teachers that privilege?

The M1INISTER FOR EDUCATION:
Not one, outside of Western Australia. Then
wve come to the continuation classes, which
the member for South Fremantle regretted
that wve had closed for the time being. I
share with him that regret, but I think mem-
bers should understand just what the con-
tinuation classes are, and bust wvhat their
closing means. A continuation class is a
night school for the carrying on of boys and
girls who leave school in, I think, the sixth
standard, until they reach a high enough
class to go into the junior technical school.
if we were to raise the compulsory age to
1.5, there would scarcely be a child of any
reasonable intelligence left who would find
the continuation class of any value at all. It
is only to bridge the gap between the child
who leaves school before he really should
and the class at which the junior tech-
nical school starts. It was viewed by the
department in these extraordinarily bard
times, when very few children indeed are
going to be able to find jobs at 14 years
of age, that this was the best economy
to effect. We are faced with the ab-
solute necessity of finding- economies
somewhere, and in the view of the depart-
mlent, and of the Government, this was the
place where economy could be achieved
which would lenst affect the prospects of
any child. The child can stay on at school
for ain additional year if it is a bright
child, and eon then leave and go straight
into- the junior technieal school. It is only
thme early leaver, or the late leaver who is
bnekwanl, who will need the help of a eon
tinuation cla"; at all. Even if one child is
adversely affetcted by the closing of con-
tinuationl classeK, it Is a matter for regret;
but we have to face the situation in the
mnass and, as far a- we can see, there are
extremely few children who will lose any-

thing by the closing up ot the continuation
classes. I should think a great number of
children these days will stay on after the
compulsory age. We offer full educational
facilities substantially after the age of 14.
Ini that connection there was in the 'West
Australian" recently a leading article which,
I think, went a little astray when it referred
to the uselessness of a child staying on for
another year and simply doing the same
lessons. That is not correct. The child who
stays on after reaching 14 years of age con-
tinues with his course just as progressively
and efficiently as if we had made the leaving
age 15 years. There is no cessation at all.

Hon. J. C. Wilicock: He may have to
attend another school sometimes.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
Sometimes, yes. Of course it is impossible
that we should provide the whole field of
education at any one school.

Hon. J. C. Willcock: That is the onlly
difficulty. Sometimes they cannot get the
higher education near their owvn homes.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
Far be it from me to claim that the system
is perfect, but it is us near perfection as
wve can expect with the mere handful of
people wve have in this vast country. We
hove a million square miles of territory,
one-third of the whole of Australia, and we
have inl it a miserable 417,000 people. We
have to provide free education for the whole
of that population spread over this vast
area. The reduction of scholarships was
mentioned. I want the Committee to under-
stand just what has been done. The scholar-
ship., already held are left entirely un-
touched; the amount paid to their hlolders
when they started will continue to be paid
to them until the tenure of the scholarship
concludes. But we have reduced by 20 per
cent. the amount to be paid to persons win-
ning scholarships in the future. The num-
ber of scholarships has not been reduced,
but the amount paid under new scholarships
will he reduced by 20 per cent. That applies
as well to University exhibitions as to
secondary school scholarships. It is to he re-
miembered that the secondlary vschool ebholar-
'hip is, in the mainl, . living allowancle to
enable the child too far away' from borne to
lire there, to meet in part his board and
lodging expensqes in the towrn. That is only
for nine month% in the year. I admit it is

small but, after all, the accommodation igiven
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at, say' , the 'Modern School-I do niot want
to advertise it too loudly-is, I think the
best of all secondary school accommodation
iii the State. The school has fine buildings,
inconiporablv finer than has any paying
2econdary school, so-called public school, in
Western Australia.

Hon, W. D, Johnson: And it has an out-
standing headmaster.

The MTNISTER FOR EDUCATION:
An extremely a ble headmaster. He is essen-
tially a good man.

M-Xr. Kencally: The remark about out-
standing headmasters applies to other educa-
tional institutions.

The MINISTER 'FOR EDUCATION:
That is so; I consider that the headmasters
of all our schools are fine men. A number
of members hare mentioned defects 'in
schools in their districts. The member for
Leederville spoke of the North Perth school.
I hare that matter uinder consideration. The
members for Victoria Park, South Perth and
Middle Swan referred to schools in their
districts.

Mr. 'Marshall: You might add to that list
the 'Wiluna school hy the member for Mur-
chison.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
I have that well in mind. There are prob-
ably a dozen or more schools that seriously
need repairs or extensions. I have directed
that a list of all such schools he prepared,
together with details of the work required
and an estimate of the cost, and the whole
placed in order of urgency. That will be
submitted to the Treasurer and? when funds
are available, the wtork will be undertaken.
I wish members clearly to underst(and that
I amt not making any promises. This is not
an ordinary campaign for economy in which
the Government have been indulging. It is
a desperate effort to avoid governmental
financial collapse. I do not think any other
Government in this State has been fared
with such an urgent financial crisis. Though
in ordinary times it may' be held to be false
economy to rent a ball in -which to educate
the -North Perth children-

Mr. Puntozi: It has been done for years.
The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:

If it g-oes back years, it may have been ex-
tremely foolish.

Mr. Panton: Six or seven years.
The 'MINXISTER FOR EDUJCATION:

The great difficulty of the Government is the
cash dificulty-how to find the cash from

[13]

fortnight to fortnkhlt to pay their way. It
is folly for a man to buy a pair of hoots
for 6s. 6d,, hut if bie has only 6s. Gd. and has
no boots, he has to buy the boots, at 6s, 6d,
If hie has the money, he buys a really good
pair for perhaps £1 and gets probably six
times the value for them. It is folly to pay
£C4 a week to rent a hail in which to educate
children. It would be infinitely more sensible
to spend £2,000 and erect a building; that
would pay better in the long run. Bat if wve
have only £4 a week, we have to be content
to rent a building. I do not applaud the
policy; it is one of necessity, not of wisdom
or common sense. I have made a note of
the various schools mentioned as needing
attention and will have the requests investi-
gated. The member for Bunhury referred
to the Parents and Citizens' Association.
Any student of public. affairs in recent years
must have a pplauded tile initiation and
development of those associations, because
they have shown that the people of Western
Australia are not only prepared to accept
the good things the Government do for them,
but are prepared to work for themselves.
The more parents and citizens' associations
can be encouraged in their good work and
thme more they can he encouraged with im-
patience at departmental delays, such as; will
induce them to do the work themselves, the
better it will be for thme conmmunity and for
the schools.

xMr. Panton: They are like the Govern-
ment; they have no money.

The MINISTiER FOR EDUCATION:
But they frequently have good strong right
armas.

Mr. Panton: Strong right arms will not
manufacture limber.

The MNINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
No, but they are useful when necessary'
things require to he done. [ do not agree
that the Government should display grati-
tude to them when they take steps to help
themselves. After all, what is the Govern-
ment? It is only an association of parents
and citizens. If the parents and citizens'
association in a particular place help them-
selves, they should be grateful to themselves.
I think we are too much inclined to regard
the Government as something foreig-n-some
power that can pull down bags of sovereigns
from the moon and distribute them amongM
thle people. WeT should impress upon
our constituents that the Government is
nothing but themselves as regards finance.
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The member for Fremantle referred to
the University. I am not going to speak oif
it lest I be ruled out of order, but if the hon.
member takes an opportunity to discuss the
matter with me, I will endeavour to ascer-
tain the information he requires. Regarding
earetakers and cleaners, the financial emer-
gency reduction cuts their pay, but only to
this extent: It has been ruled that the £100
minimum for adult female workers shall ap-
ply to them. No female worker of this class
can be reduced below the minimum of £100.
It may be suggested that they are part-time
workers. I do not regard them as such.

Mr. Kenneally: Do you mean £100 or ait
the rate of £e100?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
No, £100. They are not part-time workers.
That is the ruling given by the committee
who worked out the details of the Act. They
are persons whose normal hours are less than
the normal hours of awards. They work 34
or 35 hours a week, and that is their full
time. It has been ruled that they will not
be reduced below a minimum of £100 for
adult female workers.

Mr. Wansbrough: That is not the posi-
tion in my district, where pay for five weeks
was cut out.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: I
cannot argue that at the moment, but I will
be prep~ared to discuss it with the hon. mem-
her. A question has been raised as to what
-we propose to do with the Claremont Train-
ing College. The building has to be looked
after. If it can be conveniently arranged,
overflows from other schools will be accom-
modated there. It is rather difficult to see
liow surplus scholars from other schools can
be fitted in, but there is no chance of any
,overflow from the Claremont school being
e~xcluded. Those are matters of administra-
tion with which I have little to do.

[Mfr. Fenton took the Chair.]

Item, Director of Education and Under
Secretary, £970:

Hon. A. McCALLl'M1: Have the Govern-
ment any policy as to raising the school-
leaving age? Can the Minister say what it
would vost? In these times when there arc
no opportuniti. for boys leaving school to
obtain positions, the most effective way of
dealing with them would be to keep them .1t
school.

Hon. J. C. Willeock: I think it is auto-
matically being done.

Roa. A McCALLUM: I understand some
are encouraged to slay at school, but others
ere practically told, when they reach 14, that
they must leave. I do not know whether
that applies only to overcrowded schools or
whether certain children are selected.

The Minister for Lands: Where there is
limited accommodation.

Hon. A. McCALLUM: Many countries
have adopted a higher leaving age than ours,
some 15, some 10. One of the tragedies, it
not the outstanding tragedy in Australia, is
the position of the young men, and insteadl
of. boys wasting their time at home or in the-
streets, it would be beneficial to them and to
the State in after years if the period could
he utilised for their better education. If
they become navvies, they will be better
navvies from the fact of being better edu-
catedl.

The Minister for Education: I agree with
that.

Hon. A. 'McCALLUM: The Collier Gov-
erment called for reports on the question !f
raising the leaving age, but I do not think
the matter was finalised. It was intended lo
raise the leaving age in the centenary year.
A week or two ago the "West Australian"
mentioned a number of countries that had
increased the leaving age. The age if
14 here is rather low compared with other
countries of the world. It would be good
policy in these times to encourage the boys
and girls, particularly the brighter ones, to
continue at school. There is an anomaly be-
tween the education law and the Shops and
Factories Act. A girl is not permitted to
work in a factory until she reaches the age
of 15, and yet she may leave school at the
'Ige of 14. There should be no difficulty in
persuading the children to remain at school
until they are 15 if the department can cater
for them. Would it mean heavy expense?
Is the department equipped to meet the ad-
ditional demand?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
T should like to see that done, but it would
(-04 a large sum of money. The principal
difficuilty is not only the neessity for pro-
%iding extra staff, but there is the extra
nucommodation that would be required.

Hon. A. McCallum: Would it not be bet-
ter to let the younger children stay at home
Nmd Keep tlirse boys at school?
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The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
It might be better to raise tbe joining age
as well as the leaving age.

Hon. A. McCallum: Some of the schools
are mere nursees.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
Yes. It is very convenient for the mothers,
but is not of vast value from the educational
point of view. It might be better to put
up the joining age as well as the leaving age
and thus get more efficient service. I am
not in a position to discuss the matter to-
night. Owing to the difficulty that children
experience in finding employment we antici-
pate a large increase in the number of
children over 14 who will desire to come
back to school after Christmas. We axe
wondering bow we shall cope with the situ-
ation.

Vote put and passed.

Department of Agriculture (Hon. P. D.
Ferguson, Minister-Hon. C. G. Latham in
charge of the Votes).

Vote--Agriculture, £27,304:

THE MINISTER rOR LAIWS (Hon.
C. G. Latham-York) [9.18]: I suppose of
sit the Government departments there i.,
none so interesting to the Minister in charge
as the Department of Agriculture. Its
activities are of an advisory, experimental
and scientific, nature.

Hon. M. F. Troy: Would it not be bet-
ter to wait until the Minister for Agricul-
ture, returns before we denl with these
Estimates?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: He is
due hack on Monday.

Ron. W. D. Johnson: Would it not be
better that we should wait until thenI

The MINIS TER FOR LANDS: The Es-
timates need not be finished to-night. It
is during times such as we are going through
that the ramifications of the department are
called into greater activity than at any other
period. The advice that can be tendered to
the agriculturist to-day is very much sought
after. Particularly in these times do we
eugage in every class of experimental work
with a view to seeing whether greater re-
salts can be obtained from the land than
have been obtained in the pat. To-day it
is not possible for any farmer to secure
the best from his land simply by carrying
on one line of industry. He has to exploit

every avenue in order to get revenue. In
the process the Agricultural Department
renders a great deal of assistanee. I am
pleased to say that the officers' am still
carrying on their duties with a full realisa-
tion of the necessity to work 'harder than
ever. During the year ended 30th June,
1930, Western Australigs record wheat pro-
duction from a record acreage was
53,000,000 bushels. This was brought about
in response to the Prime Minister's appeal,
but it is to be regretted that the returns were
less than the cost of producing that crop.
Instead of the wheat industry being moire
prosperous than ever, the returns from the
record harvest left the wheat -farmers in a
worse, position than they have ever been in.

Hon. M. F. Troy: The industry would
have been worse off if there had been no
record harvest.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
position would have been worse from the
national point of view. The State owes
something to the farmers who have con-
tinued the industry under such depressing
conditions.

Hon. M. F. Troy: It means their bread
and butter.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: This
year there are over 3,000,000 acres under
wheat. This, area will probably represent
the picked land of the State. There has
been a better selection of fallow and
the result may be that we shall have an
increased average yield for the State. Atten-
tion has been turned by the department to
the export of fat lambs. Last year only
23,000 careases were exported, but it is est-
mnated that this year the number will be more
than doubled. In the early part of the ex-
porting period it was very doubtful if there
would be enough shipping accommodation,
but for the time being that difirculty has
been overcome. In the Press within the last
few houdrs an encouraging report was pub-
lished showing that Western Australian
lambs in the Smithfield markets- were not
ouly comparable with other lambs produced
elsewhere hut were pretty wveil equal to any-
thing which Canada produces Here is an
opportunity for our farmers to build up a
big trade. I believe the Geraldton district
will be one of the foremost ports in Western
Australia for the export of fat lambs. There
is no place in the State where the land lends
itself so admirably to this class of industry.
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The surrounding country is grassed almost
up to the port. One can take a radius of
100 miles inland from Geraldton, and can
there see one of the finest areas in the State
for the production of fat lambs. When
Western Australia can produce the right
standard of lambs and the industry is pro-
perly handled, I feel sure there will be a big
opening for the trade here. That is another
way to help the wheat producer. It is just
as easy for him to run marketable sheep as
it is for him to run sheep merely to eat up
the feed on his farm. There is a difficulty
about getting the right stud to breed from,
but that too can be overcome. It is admitted
that the market for pigs is over-supplied, but
when we remember the quantity of bacon
and ham that is being imported, we can
realise there is a big opening in our own
market. I am hopeful that during the year
even-thing that can be done to assist in the
curing of ham and bacon locally and to pre-
vent imports will be done. The cattle people
in the North are passing through a depress-
ing time. Unfortunately there has been
some trouble with pleuro. The Government
have ap)pointed Mr. Max Henry, Chief
Veterinary Officer of Yew South Wales, a
Royal Commission to inquire into the matter,
and advise the Government as to the best
means for dealing with it. Mr. Max Henry
will probably arrive in Perth next Monday.

Mr. Angelo: Will he deal with the ques-
tion of removing the embargo against bring-
ing the cattle south?

The M1INISTER FOR LANDS: I do not
know that tile terms of reference have yet
been drawn. Whilst he is here the Govern-
inent intend to use him to the fullest
capacity, to clear up any misunderstandings
which may have arisen between the Govern-
ment and the cattlemen in the North. I am
anxious we should do the right thing for
these people. They have their pastoral
leases up there, but the leases are useless to
them unless we can give them some outlet
for their stock.

Mr. Angelo: Will the expert go to Kim-
barley ?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I do not
know. Generally, we do not direct a Royal
Commissioner. He is allowed to follow out
his own ideas. He may find it necessary to
go there.

Air. Angelo: There is some doubt whether
the disease is pleuro.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS : A
thorough investigation will be made Mr.
Wise, the tropical adviser, has beeni doing
splendid work in thle North: not only ex-
perinmental work in regard to pastures, but
work that has been of great assistance to
agriculturists. The Director, Mr. Sutton,
brought over to my office some days ago
sonic wonderful examples of maize grown in
the North. I have not seen better or heavier
maize produced anywhere.

Hon. M'. F. Troy: Was it produced in the
Kimberleys?

Hon. J. C. Willcock: I saw the maize my-
self, but Mr. Sutton could not say where it
came from.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: In the
time at my disposal I was unable to get the
information.

Mr. Kenneally: It may have come from
Shark Bay.

The MiNISTER FOR LANDS: It came
from further north than that. I have seen
no better cob maize anywhere.

Mr. Corboy: Maize is a four months crop,
and the Kiinberleys get their rainfall within
a period of four months.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: It is a
summer plant. I do not know what markets
we have here for it.

Hon. M. F. Troy: There is an abundant
market amongst the stockraisers.

Hon. J. C. Willcock : People have for
years been talking about pigs in the Kim-
berleys.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: If maize
or any other feed suitable for pigs can be
grown there that is the main thing. I had
in mind, however, the tremendous carry-
over there is occasionally in oats. Last
year it was difficult to get Is. per bushel
for oats on the average. It will be a pity
if we are to have our southern. people
competing with our northern people in
stock feed. Mr. Wise is giving his atten-
tion to tropical agriculture in the Gascoyne
district. I understand wonderful progress
is being made there. No doubt the mem-
ber for Gascoyne (Mr. Angelo) will know
considerably more about that subject than
is contained in the notes I have here. Cer-
tainly there are vast possibilities in the
way of banana, pineapple and tomato cul-
tivation there. One great thing is that
Western Australia can grow tomatoes all
the year round. The Government r-e
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greatly interested recently in a letter 'writ-
tea by a prominent business man of this
city stating that he could get orders for
10,000 tons of tomatoes. If he will under-
take to get the orders, the growers will
produce the 20,000 tons of tomatoes.

Hon. J. C. Willeock: The idea as to price
is about a penny a pound.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I na
not sure that tomatoes cannot be grown
for 1d. per lb. There are other markets
available for the top fruit. These toma-
-toes would he pulped, they would not be
exported in any other condition. I dare
say the growers would be glad to get Id.
per lb. for fruit to be pulped.

Hon. J. C. Willeock: But one cannot
p)ulp bad fruit.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: No;
but undersized or ill-shaped fruit can be
pulped. Marketable fruit must be put up
in an attractive manner. Some tomatoes
which came down from the Geraldton dis-
trict the other day showed me that even
at Geraldton there arc men who do not
know how to pack, fruit. While some cases
on being opened showed just the same size
-of tomatocs right through, others showed
ill-shaped fruit and fruit of uneven size.
I understand that Geraldton growers. have
a process for marketing tomatoes under
good conditions. Geraldton has come prom-
inently before the public as a tomato-pro-
,ducing district. The trade has been well
managed, with the result that a vast
amiount of money now goes into the dis-
trict thanks to the production of areas
which previously grew nothing but South
African hoxthorn. At Gascoyne experi-
iments in tropical agriculture have pre-
viously been tried on a large scale, but not
tinder expert advice and supervision. This
time experiments. are being conducted un-
der the supervision and guidance of Mr.
Wise.

Mr. Angelo: The whole trouhle has beon
-want of expert assistance.

lion. IN. F. Troy: What about the gentle-
-man who camne from Queensland to start
n banana plantation up thereI

Mvr. Angelo: He is there now, growing
bannanas. He has about 4,000 plants.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Ac-
-cording to the notes of the Minister for
Agriculture, 8,500 banana plants are left
:at Carnarvon. The expert had an oppor-

tunity of testing the quality of the fruit,
and he pronounces it excellent.

Hon. Al. F. Troy, I know all about that.
In England bananas are grown in hot-
houses.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Turning
to an important side of our agriculture,
dairying, the Minister's notes inform me
chat the Government are still continuing
the bull subsidies in an earnest endeavour
to improve the type of cattle in our dairy-
mug districts. Some money obtained rami
the Commonwealth Bank has enabled us to
bring in high-class stock. These Estimates
contain an item of £1,100 for the same pur-
pose.

Hon. J. C. Willeocic: Where does that
money come from?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: One does
not ask too many questions, but takes all
one can get.

Hon. 3. C, Willeock: Is it a loan to the
State?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: No; it is
a gift. I am pleased to be able to inform
the Committee on behalf of the Minister
for Agriculture, that this is the first year
Western Australia has been able to export
butter. Probably there will still be periods
of the year when we shall have to
import small quantities of butter, but
it is pleasing to know that at last
we have reached the stage when we can
suapply our own requirements and still place
some butter on the world's markets.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: How much?
The -MINISTER FOR LANDS: I under-

st.and that 10,000 cases went in one lot, and
that another 10,000 oases are ready for
shipment in a few days.

Hon. J1. 0, Willcock: That is one good
thing that the depression has done for this
country, anyhow.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
opening of the South-West has rendered
this export possible. The Minister's notes
inform me that there are now 86,000 dairy
rows in the State.

Hon. If. F. Troy: Do you say 86,000?
The, MINISTER FOR LANDS: So

thiese notes say. The figures are not mine.
Hon. 'AT. F. Tray: There is somiething,

wrong- about that number.
The 'MINISTER FOR LANDS: I have

rot choecked the figures. One does not
uualv check them.

4793
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Hon. J1. C. Willeock: Perhaps the num-
ber should be 8,6007

The -MINISTER FOR LANDS: in the
past we have imported a good many cattle,
tut this year we have tried to pick up froml
Western Australian breeders sufficient to
meet our requirenments. Our importations
lit-e been expensive, owing to the fact that
we generally imported the cattle at the
time of year wvhen the weather is rough. I
am hopeful that we have now reached the
stage of producing all the heife-rs we re-
quire. The Minister for Agriculture tells
me that the total butter production for this
rear is estimated to reach 8,000,000 lhs.,
andl that the production is expected to in-
crease rapidly.

Hon. J. C. Willcock: If you expressed the
oruantity in tons, it would he better under-
stood.

The M1INISTEIZ FORl LANDS: Parts
of the State are giving the Government
somo concern as to the rearing Of Young
.stock. That is particularly so im regards
the Denmark district. Some little time ago
the Agrivultnral Department, in co-opera-
tion with the Lands Department, took pos-
s ,son of a farm there and put a man 'ii1
charge to carry out experiments under the
Commonwealth Research Bureau.

Mr. Wanstroug-h: The allocation is very

small, only £500.
The MINISTER FORL LANDS: But we

pre getting some assistance from the East-
ern States in this matter. The £E500 repre-
sents our contribution, in addition to which
we have handed over a farm with all its
stock free of charge and are also paying
the officer's salary. The officer is now in
(hiarge of the farm. The trouble is some-
thing in the nature of time bra' y-like disease
at Beverley. It is hoped that as the result
of the inquiries in progzress our karri coun-
try, which has been under suspicion, will
afford greater security than it now offer,
with regard to settlenient. I was not aware
that such large numbers of stock were suf-
fering from the diseage. It is pecuiliar that
only in the early part of the year were
there any casuialties from it: a. the winter
wore on, the deaths dimiinished. Dr. Gil-
,uth is in charge of the investigation, and
it is hored that unde, his supervision good
results will accrue. The officer will not live
on ti,, fmn,.i hut will direct operations
there.

Mr. \Yallsruugli: It is a one-Wian job.
he AIMNSTERt FOR LANDS: But a

g1oo.1 dmi I of the treatment requires 20i di",ysv
or bo to: the observation of results. The
man under the officer is reliable, and will
be able to do all that is necessary. Thus
dire officer himself wvill be at liberty to carry
out his ordinary duties. Another matter
which has received the Agricultural De-
padrtmlent's attention (luring the year is the
bailding-up of our horse requirements.
There have been manny complaints about the
"tractor farmer," but it is very hard to say
to a farmer, "You have got to drop the
tractor and buy horses,"' if horses are not
available. In order to encourage the build-
mng-up, of a good breed of farm horses in
Western Australia, the subsidy is being con-
tinued.

Mr. Wansbrogh: Is it proposed to re-
Place the stallion on the State farms at Den-
mark -1

The MINISTER FOB LANDS: I do not
knowv where they are being placed. The
Minister for Agriculture is now buying more
horses in the East.

Mr. J. I. Mann: Now?
The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I under-

stand so.
Mr. J. I. Mann: They will be too late for

the. season when they arrive here.
The MINISTER FOR LANDS: They

wvill be rather late, but if they are a good
class of horse we hnd better get them. The
Mdinister for Agriculture has asked me to
mention particularly that there are sonic
people who think that instead of paying so
maucl mnoney' for stallions we ought to buy
Irood mnarc . The man who talks that sort
of stuff cannot have given much consider-
tion to the subject. A mare becomes the
property of one juan, and to breed from her
is a slow business; but a good class stallion
will throw out a great number of horses in
n year. This State already has some excel-
lent brood mares. If only we keep up the
male side of the breed, we shall get the clasR
of horse required here. The idea that w
h~ave in importing stallions is that ever-
farmer shall be able to breed his ''renewolt
and spare parts." Funds made available br
the Commonwealth Bank have been used for
the purchase of pedigreed horses, cattle ant1
pigs in the East. They are being distri -

buted over the State farms throughout the
agricultural areas of the southern portion
oF the State, and will be available to the
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surrounding districts. The State farms are
ben mared on this year as usual, hut the

Minister complains of lack of funds. Dur-
ing the year plant breeding has been carried
out as usual and, as is customary, many
plants have been discarded as not coming up
to requirements. On the other hand, many
Western Australian varieties of wheat have
produced enormous yields and are being
sought after not only by the Eastern States,
but by other parts of the world. During the
year, two new varieties of wheat were issued.
The Sutton is a very late wheat and suitable
only along the Great Southern line and in
areas with a heavy rainfall. On the other
hand, Bencubbin is a good mid-season wheat,
aend is adaptable for use in the greater pr
of the State. Consequent upon investiga-.
tion made by the Premier when he wa *n
the Eastern States, it is intended to experi-
ment with manganese sulphate.

Hon. Mf. F. Troy: That was tried on the
experimental farm at Yilgarn and was
proved to be of no value.

The Minister for Lands: I did not know
of that. It is not long since I first heard of
it.

Hon. Mf. F. Tray: You will see something
in the report of last year's field day.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I have a
note from the Minister on the point read-
lag-

Consequent upon the results of the use of
manganese sulphate on alkali soils in the South-
West, trials awe this year being conducted at
State farms. The results are awaited with
great interest.

If the trials should prove successful, we have
plenty of manganese in the State and there
should be an opportunity for the company,
in which the Government are interested, to
open up the large deposits.

Mr. Griffiths: Mr. Sutton seems to think
that it will have to take a different. form
than at present. It is certainly of no use at
Merredin.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Perhaps
it will prove to be same as with slag, which
is suitable only for some classes of soil.
Perhaps it will be found that manganese
sulphate will be suitable only for certain
types of soil. Turning to the question of
fruit, the total area of orchards and vine-
yards is now 23,835 acres, being an increase
of 529 acres over the record for last year.
The export of apples totalled 554,126 cases,
for which growers received remunerative

prices. The quantity shipped would have
been much greater had it not been for an
outbreak of thrip at Mt. Barker. This year
we have not received any information of
thrip being present in the orchards, and we
hope we ean maintain our market overseas.
It will be appreciated that it is not merely
a question of producing a crop, but of pro-
ducing sufficiently to maintain our market
each year. I am told that Mr. Simpson, of
Karragullen, has been successful in winning
an important prize at the Empire Exhibition
in London. I am pleased to make that state-
ment because it speaks well for our Western
Australian apples. When one looks at the
soil on Mr. Simpson's orchard, one is in-
clined to believe that we have plenty of
similar country capable of doing what Mr.
Simpson has achieved. As to whether others
know as much about apple-growing as he
does-

Hon. J. C. Willcek: He has adopted en-
tirely unorthodox methods.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: That is
what I am. told, too. Whether it is that
others do not know as much about it as he
does, or whether he has a picked spot from
the standpoint of climate and soil, I do not
know.

Hon. J. C. Wilicock: It is a question of
application and knowledge.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Of course,
Bridgetown and Mt. Barker, as well as other
centres, still supply us with the largest
quantity of marketable apples. Our object
should he to see that we are able to maintain
regular supplies for the overseas markets.
It is useless having a heavy yield one year
and a small yield the following season. Peo-
ple overseas require continuity of supplies,
and it is for us to see that proper supplies
are maintained. The output of dried fruits
last year was a record for the State. It
represented 2,337 tons. Speaking generally
regarding the Estimate;, it will be noticed
there has been the usual reclassification and
there are the deductions under the Financial
Emergency Act. I suppose the Estimates
will not be proceeded with very far this
evening, and if the Minister for Agriculture
is hack on Tuesday next, he will be able to
take charge of them himself. I hope theme
will be some further discussion this evening,
because we are anxious to proceed with one
or two Bills that it is necessary to place
before hon. members.
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MR. MILINGTON (Mt. Hawthorn)
(9.50]: 1 do not intend to take up much
time discussing these Estimates tonight, al-
though I do not know of any department
more worthy of consideration than that con-
trolling agriculture. There is a disposition
to belittle the work effected by the Agricul-
tural Department, both with regard to 'what
is being done at the State farms and also
with respect to the work for which our ex-
pert advisers and inspectors are responsible.
The other evening, I pointed out that the
Lands Department, instead of being solely
confined to the business of land settlement
in this* State, was really engaged in keeping
people on the land who were already thene.
I know of no authoritative advice available
from such a quarter that will have greater
effect in assisting to that end than that pro-
vided by the Agricultural Department. It
is true that the Agricultural Batik advances
the necessary motley, but the Lands
Department has to provide the land. Vari-
ous institutions in this State assist in financ-
ing the farmers, but it is the Agricultural
Department that sees to it that the opera-
tions are carried on in the most effi-
cient manner. In new districts a lot of
money has been wasted because settlers have
not had the benefit of advice that is now
available through the officers of the Agricul-
tural Department. We have now reached
the stage when we can more easily overcome
the difficulties that confronted us in the past.
It would certainly be bad policy to scrap any
of the activities of the Agricultural Depart-
ment. We must devise other means of effect-
ing economy-seeing that economy is the
fashion of to-day-than merely cutting
down, or hamstringing, the work of the de-
partment. With regard to State farms, there
is a disposition among some people, who have
not gone thoroughly into the matter, to believe
that those farms, having, done their work,
should be abolished, on the ground that the
farmers themselves, having taken advantage
of the experiments conducted at the State
farms, can now carry on alone. My experi-
ence was that it was not the novices who
took the keenest interest in the work of the
State farms. but the best farmers we have in
the State. The latter knew enough to utilize
the State farms as their demonstration plots.
They knew that to conduct the experiments
cn their farms would prove too expensive
and that the results would not be regarded
a" of the same reliability as if they had been

conducted by the experts of the Agricultural
Department. I believe that while the host
farmers of the State do assess the work of
the State farms at its true value, it would
certainly not be in the interests of the State
if we did not continue the operations of the
various State farms. It must be remembered
that the significance of those farms applies
not only to the experiments carried out, but
in their application to districts. The member
for Mlt. Magnet (Hon. M. F. Troy), when
M1inister for Agriculture, extended the ex-
perimental farms down to Dampawab,
Ghooli and Salmon Gumns.

The -Minister for Lands: And they are
still being carried on.

Mr. MILLINGT ON: I hope that no
change wvill be made regarding that policy.
Last year the Estimates were cut down to
£7,000 in connection with State farms, and
I am pleased that when the Government
found it impossible to carry on with that
amount, the vote wvas excessed by nearly
£:4,000.

Mr. Corboy: Let us hope they will do the
same thing this year.

Air. MILLINGTON: This year the esti-
mate has been based on the expenditure of
last year, and although there is indicated a
disposition to cut down the rote, I hope the
Government will not enforce curtailment to
ainy great extent. Certainly I hope the offi-
dient use of these farms will not be impaired.
Tn connection with the other activities of the
department, we must remember that these
extend throughout the State. They are of
value to all classes of production, to the
agriculturist, to the stock breeder, to the
horticulturist, and to many others. Although
the fact is not always acknowledged, the
Agricultural Department exercised no small
influence in establishing the dairying indus-
try in the State, particularly with regard to
the quality of stock and the establishment
of the zone system, which is the envy of the
other States.

Mr. Patrick: Did you see what Mr.
Hawker said?

Mr. MILLINGTON: Some may not hold
the same view. I know that at agricultural
conferences in the Eastern States, various
directors of agriculture and dairy experts
maintained that it would be of advantage
to them if they heAl the benefit of our zone
system. Certainly it is of advantage in a
new district to have the benefit of good
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stud stock, and uniformity of stock in the
district. The position is amply demons-
trated in this State. In the Denmark dis-
trict we have the Guernseys, and there is
no doubt about the improvement that has
accrued to the stock there, as the result of
the work of the State farm at Denmark.
If we had different breeds established in
the district we would not have secured
such purity of stock. Certainly the grade
cow have been improved, as a result of the
mating with the stud Guernsey bulls. Then,
again, advantage has accrued to the butter
factories, and the grade of the butter pro-
duced. During the earlier stages, our but-
ter did not have a good name, and our
own people would not use it. It entailed
strict supervision to bring the butter up
to the required standard. I think we still
have something to achieve along those
lines, but the fact remains that the super-
vision of the officers of the Agricultural
Department has proved beneficial to the
-butter factories in the South-West. Now,
not only are we increasing the quantity of
butter, but we are establishing its charac-
ter and* quality. Unfortunately, after peo-
ple have received the advantage of the ad-
vice of the department, they are liable to
forget those who have assisted them. T am
going to call attention to the part played
by the Agricultural Department and to
suggest that, although we have gone a cer-
tain distance, we have still a great distance
to go; and just as in the past there was
advantage in accepting the advice of the
department, it is even wore essential to-
day, in view of the keen competition with
which we are faced, than it was in years
gone by. So the Government should not
economise in this department, since it re-
presents to agriculture what the laboratory
represents in any big works or factories.
I hope the department will be maintained
as fully as possible, having regard to the
difficulties of finance. In respect to the or-
chards also, I believe the work of the de-
partment is appreciated. It is remarkable
that as agriculture extends, so also we find
keeping pace with it the various plant dis-
eases and stock diseases that have to be
combated. In the past the officers of *the
department have rendered good service
and on several occasions saved this State
from disaster. They have been responsible
for stamping out no fewer than 11 or 12
outhreaks of codlin moth. On one occasion

it was suggested that the whole of the or-
chards in the Collie district should he des-
troyed, but on the advice of the Agricul-
tural Department the pest was stamped
out and the orchards saved. When var-
ious diseases attack the crops, the Agri-
cultural Department do not adopt a policy
of splendid isolation, but get in amongst
the agriculturists and orchardists and co-
operate with them. That is the strength
of the department: its activities are ex-
tended throughout the State. So I put up
a plea that this working department should
be continued and its activities not unduly
curtailed. When in power wve took the re-
sponsibility of appointing an adviser to the
North-West. On many occasions in an en-
deavour to extend agriculture to the North-
West, suggestions were made and certain
not altogether successful experiments in-
dulged in. We appointed Mr. Wise, who
came with a reputation which I think he
has upheld in this State. That appoint-
ment wvas viewed with approval by the
people who had the arduous task of devel-
oping the North-West. I believe it was a
good appointment, and I am satisfied that
the advice Mr. Wise has given, and the
*-nterprise and initiative he has shown will
tend to the extension of cultivation, not
enly of tropical products hut of other pro-
ducts in the North-West. At Carnarvon a
vecry fine vegetable garden has been estab-
lished and water is available. In view of
that instance, there is no reason why other
parts of the North-West should not supply
their own needs and even indulge in export,
as suggestid by the member for South Fr--
mantle last night, My brief visit to that
district satisfied mec that there are wonder-
fu~l possibilities along those rivers, and I
believe already the people there appreciate
the advice and assistance of Mr. Wise. So
the activities of the Agricultural Depart-
ment are not, as suggested by some, re-
stricted to wheat growing. I think every
branch of agriculture and every primary in-
dustry throughout the State has received
attention from the department. Some
people become impatient when they are not
permitted to branch out in certain direc-
tions. Take, for instance, tobacco growing.
everybody wants to grow tobacco. Al-
though it is quite a simple thing to grow
heavy crops of tobacco, when we got the
advice of an expert under the Common-
wealth and State scheme we found that
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what had to be aimed at was to grow suit-
able tobacco which manufacturers would
purchase. In those days had we allowed the
growers to continue with the cultivation of
coarse tobacco, the market for that line
would have been flooded and so the growers
would have said they had been misled. The
thing is to establish a tobacco that can be
utilised. It has to be a light tobacco of
the right flavour and burning quality.
Once that is established, I am hopeful
that not only' in Western Australia,
but throughout Australia, we shall be
able to supply' our own needq. We have
gone about it in the right way by
first of all endeavonrng to grow the
right type of tobacco instead of encouraging
peope to grow the wrong varieties, So I
am hopeful that, following out the policy
laid down under the Commonwealth and
State scheme, we shall be successful in that
respect in the near future. Regarding stock,
the Agricultural Department has shown that
it is prepared to take advantage of such ex-
pert and practical knowledge as can be ob-
tained outside. The breeding of suitable fat
lambs is an instance. Although the Agri-
cultural Department bad its own ideas, it
co-opted a committee of expert sheep
breeders from outside. In consequence the
policy of the department has proved success-
ful. I know there are certain breeders who
object, but I think in the main it is agreed
that the decision arrived at by the Agricul-
tural Department's own officers, with the ex-
pert advice they get from outside, was instru-
mental in establishing what I believe to he
a suitable breed for export lambs. The same
holds good in respect of pig breeding. We
got the advice of certain breeders, and of
the managers of the bacon factories, and
of the sellers. As a result, we were
able to establish in the department a policy
which has been adopted and adhered to
by pig breeders throughout the State.
It is not a matter of the officers laying down
something dogmatically; it is a matter of
co-opting the best knowledge available and
after full consideration deciding upon a
policy which, in the instances I have men-
tioned, has proved effective. Now that the
vote for the State farm has been brought
into line with the actual expenditure of last
year, I hope the Minister will give an assur-
ance that, despite the difficult times, the
Government will not cut down the expendi-

lure of the Department of Agriculture. If
that assurance be forthcoming, I will be
satisfied. I maintain that there is greater
need when passing through difficult times
than at other times for adopting the right
methods, scuring the best advice and per-
fecting the orgaization of the department.
I hope members will regard this vote in the
same light as they regard the Education Vote
--something which should not be interfered
with to any greater extent than absolute
necessity demands. I know that both the
Minister for lAnds and the Minister for
Agriculture are sympathetic, and I look to
those Ministers representing country con-
stituencies, to protect the interests of the
department and ensure that the necessary
expenditure is maintained, so that the activi-
ties of this most important department may
be continued, even in the present difficult
times. I hope the Minister will give the
assurance for which I ask.

MR, THORN g'oodyay) [10.12]: 1 sup-
port the remarks of the member for Mt.
Hawthorn regarding the curtailment of the
expenditure of this department. It is a
most essential department. The best use
should be made of the staff of expert officers.
I believe that, owing to the financial difficul-
ties, the travelling expenses of departmental
officers have been more or less curtailed, an~i
I appeal to the Treasurer to endeavour to
reinstate the amount so that the experts can
carry out their work thoroughly. The hor-
ticultural expert and his officers have done
wonderful work for the apple industry. The
wine expert has been responsible for saving
thousands of pounds yearly to the wine in-
dustry. About this time of the year when
the muscat vine is blooming, the wine be-
comes unsettled, and before we had the
services of that officer, thousands of
gallons of wine went to waste. To-
day that waste does not occur. He has
proved himself a most valuable officer.
There are several energetic settlers who
have built up really good herds, and
it has come to my notice that some
who have made application to the depart-
ment and forwarded their fees to have their
herds tested have received a reply that,
owing to lack of funds, the work could not
be carried out. That is a penny-wise pound-
foolish policy. When a man goes to the
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trouble to build up a valuable herd, which is
a work we are specially trying to encourage
in this State, and be finds that he cannot get
the herd tested owing to lack of funds, well,
to say the least, it is not sound policy. I
hope that this vote, instead of being reduced,
will be increased, in order to permit the
officers to carry out their expert work
thoroughly.

Progress reported.

House adjourned at 10.17 p.in.

tLigiaattne Council,
Tuesday, 27th October, 1931.

Assent to Bill,................... ...
qu~estions: AgeiltUTal Bank advances..

Pollee protection at mleetings .. ..
Bills: Local Co1i,19 Act Amendment, 2R1.

Poo Persons Legal Assistance Act Amn
5., Cor. Report

RereC(o 2), 1IR., 2R ........ ...
Roads Clommr (No. 2), INe., 255.
Licensing Act Amendment (No. 4), IN., 2u1.

Report .. Ir.eo..en.........i
Electoral ActAedetRpr

The PRESIDENT took the
4.30 p.m., and read prayers.

ASSENT TO BILLS.

Message from the Administratoe
and read, notifying assent to the
tioned Bills-

1, Supply (No. 2), £960,000.
2, State Savings Bank Transfer

QUESTION-AGRICULTURAL
ADVANCES.

Hoan. Sir EDWARD WITTENO
the Chief Secretary: What are the
in detail to which an applicant hi
form when applying for an advanc
Agricultural Bank, and what must
fications be to conduct a farm?

The CHIEF SECRETARY rej
applicant has to apply on the
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form, setting out the purposes for which the
loan is required. Any person who has ac-
quired a suitable area of land under Condi-
tional Purchase, Homestead Farm, or free-
hold tenure is eligible to apply to the Bank
for assistance. Previous fanning experience
is not considered indispensable, each appli-
cation being dealt with on its merits.

QUESTION-POLICE PROTECTION AT
MEETINGS.

Hon. H. SEDDON asked the Chief Secre-
tary: With the object of maintaining Order
by controlling persons who disturb political
and other public meetings, is it the inten-
tion of the Government to vest the police
with the necessary power by a suitable
amendment of the Police and Electoral Acts?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: The
matter is receiving consideration.

BILL-LOCAL COURTS ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

Debate resumned from the l4th October.

*Co..~ 4807 HON. 3. IC. DREW (Central) (4.40]:
4808 1 was a member of the select committee
4808 appointed to consider and report upon the

original Bill that was presented last year.
From our reading of the Bill-wve were sup-

Chair at ported by several legal practitioners who
gave evidence-wve came to the conclusion
that its provisions obliged a judge to travel
to every portion of the State where there
was a local court, and to hold a sitting in

rreceived every local court of the State. That was the
indermen- view taken by the Chairman of the select

committee, Hon. J. Nicholson, by me, and
by three King's counsel. We were of opinion
that a judge would have to visit every little
centre where a case involving from £100 to
£500 might have arisen. Subsequently the

BAK amount was reduced from £500 to £260. We
BAK considered it would mean an unwarrantable

expense if a judge were obliged to travel to
011 asked ver "y small centres, and we recommended an
conditions amendment which would give a judge the
as to con- choice of holding a local court in any local
efrom the court in a magisterial district. There are
his quali- several local courts in each magisterial dis-

trict. According to our recommendation a
plied: Anh judge could select any one of the local courts
prescribed in which to hold a sitting. We now find we


